
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THINGS ARE DIFFERENT NOW! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Published - 2004 
This edition – revised and updated – 2008 

© 2008 Winchester Family Church 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things are different now  

Something happened to me 

When I gave my heart to Jesus, 

Things are different now  

I was changed it must be 

When I gave my heart to Him, 

Things I loved before have passed away 

Things I love far more have come to stay 

Things are different now  

Something happened that day 

When I gave my heart to Him 
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PREFACE  
 
I recently read that efforts are being made to encourage older people to 
record their personal histories for posterity.  It is being recognised that they 
form an invaluable resource and with the decline in letter writing there is a 
real concern that significant aspects of our history will be lost forever.  I am 
so grateful that Reg Hall has ensured that the history of Winchester Family 
Church is not lost in this way.  He has taken great time and care to trace the 
history of a remarkable work of God in the city of Winchester. 
 
Winchester Family Church could easily be mistaken for a Church that sprang 
up in the last 10 or 20 years as it is thoroughly contemporary and alive to 
what God is doing in the 21st Century.  However, it is actually but the latest 
link in an unbroken chain of Holy Spirit directed ministry to the people of 
Winchester that stretches back to the 1870s. 
 
To some extent I have picked up the baton of this ministry as the most recent 
appointment to the post of Pastor of Winchester Family Church.  Therefore, I 
have found „Things are different now!‟ particularly fascinating and faith 
building.  I know Reg is someone well qualified to write this short history as 
he has spent more than half a century serving the Lord Jesus in a context of 
this local Church.   Reg has served in some form of leadership, first of all in 
Stanmore Evangelical Free Church and then later in Winchester Family 
Church, for over 50 years.  He is a man of integrity, humility, wisdom and 
sensitivity to the Holy Spirit; his love for his Lord and for the Church come 
through in this book. 
 
I warmly commend this brief history of Winchester Family Church to all of 
you.  Even if you do not belong to the Church in Winchester you will find this 
encouraging and instructive.  It is the history of a people, not just an 
institution or buildings and of course the story is not over yet! 
 
John Groves 
(Pastor of Winchester Family Church)  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

In the centre of Winchester some 400 yards north of the Cathedral stands a 
large building known as The Middle Brook Centre.  It is the home of 
WINCHESTER FAMILY CHURCH.  Originally built as a cinema (The Ritz) in 
1939-40 and accommodating nearly 1500 people it was a spacious, first 
class cinema.  By 1960 however the Ritz had closed as more and more 
people enjoyed the luxury of television in their own homes.  Eventually the 
building was taken over to be used as a Bingo Hall – Ladbroke‟s Lucky 
Seven and then the Top Rank Social Club.  In 1997 Winchester Family 
Church Trust purchased the building.  Today it is the principal home of the 
Church. 
 
We hear a great deal these days about the decline in church attendance and 
how the church is deemed irrelevant to so many and at best is just a source 
of humour.  The picture, so often painted, is extremely depressing featuring a 
small group of old ladies led by a rather weak man. 
   
How is it then that this church appears to „buck the trend‟?   
 
How could the Church purchase such a building in the prime position in 
which it stands?   
 
Where did this Church come from?   
 
Who started it?  
 
What does the Church believe?   
 
It is a fascinating story and as the „mystery‟ unravels it is hoped that it will 
give rise to praise and thankfulness to the living God for all His faithfulness 
and goodness throughout the years.  If, at present, you are not a Christian it 
is hoped that, at the least, your interest will be stirred to enquire further and 
ultimately to come to a life-changing experience as you come face to face 
with Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

REG HALL 
June 2004 
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PART ONE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
IN THE BEGINNING……………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Making the most of every opportunity’ 
(Ephesians Chapter 5 verse 16)
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EARLY DAYS 
 
Miss Louisa Perks was born on 26th June 1844 and lived a very full and 
active life.  This was despite a long period of poor health and weakness. She 
leaned heavily upon a crook-handled stick in her early years but managed 
without it as she became increasingly engrossed in what was to be her life‟s 
work!  Whether this was a matter of divine healing or something else is not 
clear.  She was extremely zealous and energetic so much so that it was 
frequently said that she lived at too high a pressure.  Louisa was a ready, 
able and effective speaker.  She was an excellent business woman, shrewd 
and keen and a great organizer.  She died on 19th May 1920 in her seventy-
sixth year. 
 
Miss Emma Perks was the older of the two sisters and died at the age of 
seventy-nine on 22nd May 1922.  She joined her sister in her work in 1876 
having been in Germany previously.  Emma was an admirable assistant to 
her sister sharing in the work as much as her weaker health permitted.  She 
was a very competent musician. 
 
So What Did They Do? 
As a young lady in her late twenties Louisa could often be found in the 
common lodging houses in one of the poorer streets of Winchester reading 
the Scriptures and inviting the residents to a free tea and afterwards to 
participate in a gospel service. In Victorian England this conduct was hardly 
what one would expect of a lady, especially one from a middle class land-
owning family, but she was working for her Lord!  She met many of the militia 
and navvies and invited them to the mission being held by Mr. Charles 
Edwards in St. Johns Rooms  It was during these meetings that Miss Louisa 
Perks was herself even more enthused and specially anointed by the Holy 
Spirit in 1873 for the work to which she was going to devote her whole life.  In 
1875 she hired cottage rooms in various neighbourhoods but they quickly 
became too small to cater for the numbers who wanted to attend.  A room 
holding about two hundred and fifty persons was hired in St. Johns House 
(where the Immanuel Church meets at the present time).  When the Militia 
was disbanded the soldiers stationed in the barracks pleaded for the 
meetings to be continued and so the Old Gymnasium in Hyde Close was 
rented. 
 
The First Home 
The first Soldiers Home was opened in 1877; three years after the work had 
started.  Mr. Edwards, a gifted writer and evangelist, was retained as 
Superintendent.  He also edited a paper called „The Bugle Call‟ which  was 
very effective in providing an ongoing link with the men who were 
subsequently posted elsewhere - its circulation extended throughout much of 
the British Empire which in those days consisted of many countries indeed. 
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The work was conducted on simple evangelical lines and was not attached to 
any particular denomination.  With the help of preachers from the 
Evangelisation Society in the Strand, London, the work grew until five 
hundred people were attending the Sunday afternoon and evening meetings.  
Many lives were changed as the gospel was simply but faithfully proclaimed. 
 
The Work Develops 
As the work grew more and more help was needed.  A significant number of 
volunteers and full-time workers were added and the work became the 
largest of its kind in Britain.  A major contribution here was made by Mr. 
Edwards not only in his own preaching role but also as he trained local men 
to preach the gospel.  No fewer than fourteen additional mission halls or 
preaching stations were established in the surrounding area, although not all 
at the same time.  Some faded quite quickly while others really flourished.  
These arose mainly from open air preaching and colportage work.  
 
Two men were employed full-time as colporteurs – that is to say they were 
effectively „door to door salesmen‟ offering Bibles and other associated 
literature, but they did much more than this.  They worked in a very wide area 
around Winchester and did a really useful work as they testified of what 
Jesus Christ had done for them.  Here is one story extracted from the daily 
diary of one of them……….. 
 
„At M., 9 miles from Winchester, it being a stormy day, I knocked at a cottage 
door and asked permission to wait until the storm was over which was 
granted.  We got into conversation about life eternal.  I found the woman 
wanted life, but was seeking it from the wrong source as so many are by 
doing the best they can and going to Church.  On being questioned as to 
whether doing her best etc brought her peace and whether she would meet 
the Lord with joy should He come, she honestly answered „No‟.  I then told 
her what the Lord had done for me as I had been in the same frame of mind; 
and by the Spirit applying the Word, she saw that it was not of works.  God‟s 
Spirit was at work in her, so I told her the finished work of Christ was the only 
refuge.  I spoke to some Christians in the place, and asked them to bring this 
family under the sound of the Gospel which they did. 
 
First, the wife went to the meeting; then she remained at home and the 
husband went; then they shut up the house, and father, mother and children 
all went together to one of the meetings.  The mother fell on her knees 
thanking God for the blessing of pardon and peace through Jesus.  
Afterwards her husband and children did the same.   
I have called many times and am thankful to know they are trusting the 
Saviour. 
 
I am always sure of a welcome, and they never fail to ask me to take some 
refreshment out of real gratitude for the blessing received!‟ 
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There Is Still Room 
At one time (1893) sixty-six men were involved in the leadership of various 
meetings. 
 
The following list shows clearly the scope of this multi-meshed net of the 
gospel. 
 
SOLDIERS HOME 
Sunday  11, 3 & 7  Gospel Addresses 
   10 & 6   Prayer Meetings 
     2 & 6  Open Air Meetings 
 
Monday   2.30   Mothers‟ Meeting 

7.30 Bible Reading 
8.30 Men‟s Bible and Prayer Union 

 
Tuesday  3.00   Policemen‟s Meeting 

7.30 Gospel Address 
 
Wednesday 6.00   Girls‟ Meeting 

7.30 Soldiers‟ Bible Class 
 

Thursday  7.30   Boys‟ Meeting 
 
Friday  6.30   Pilgrim Band 

7.30 Soldiers‟ Meeting 
8.30 Band Practice 

 
Saturday  2.30   Children‟s Meeting 

7.30 Prayer Meeting 
 
FULFLOOD HALL 
Sunday   10.30 & 3  Sunday School 
 
LODGING HOUSES 
Sunday   2.30   Sunday School 
 
CANNON STREET HALL 
Sunday   7.00   Gospel Meeting 
Tuesday   7.30   Pilgrim Band 
Wednesday  7.30   Gospel Meeting 
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ST DENYS HALL 
Sunday   11 & 6.30  Gospel Meetings 
     9.30 & 3  Sunday School 

6.0 Prayer Meeting 
Tuesday    7.30   Gospel Meeting 
Wednesday   2.30   Mothers‟ Meeting 

  6.00   Pilgrim Band 
7.30 Singing Practice 

Thursday    7.30   Gospel Meeting 
Saturday    7.30   Prayer Meeting 
 
SHAWFORD HALL 
Sunday    11 & 7  Gospel Addresses 
     9.30 & 3  Sunday School 

6.30 Prayer Meeting 
Monday    7.30   Bible Reading 
Tuesday    2.30   Mothers‟ Meeting 
Thursday    6.30   Pilgrim Band 

7.30 Gospel Meeting 
Saturday    7.30   Prayer Meeting 
 
TWYFORD HALL 
Sunday       Open Air Meeting 

  7.00   Gospel Meeting 
Tuesday    6.30   Pilgrim Band 

7.30 Gospel Meeting 
 
MISSION HALL, BROOKS 
Sunday    6.30   Gospel Meeting 
Wednesday   7.30   Gospel Meeting 
 
In addition, regular gospel services were held at Magdalen Hill, Allbrook, 
Compton, Crawley, Eastleigh, Itchen Stoke and Shroner Hill. 
 
For several years a spiritual campaign was held on Whit Monday on 
Shawford Down.  This was very well supported.  A large tent was pitched and 
hundreds of people would crowd into it to hear the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  In 1898 for example more than three hundred stayed to tea in the 
Shawford Mission Hall (built by the Misses Perks c.1890).  It easily seated 
two hundred and fifty persons.  There was a smaller room behind and 
beyond that a cosy kitchen, apartments etc., where teas could be arranged.  
In addition the Brunswick Rooms at St. Denys were purchased by the Misses 
Perks. 
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The Soldiers‟ Home was open all day.  Tea, coffee and snacks were 
available at cost price.  There was a reading room and writing materials were 
supplied free as men were encouraged to write to loved ones regularly. 
 
The Band is Formed 
Another development had been the formation of a Brass band in 1887 under 
the leadership of Mr. Frank Page.  Initially there were eight instrumentalists 
to help the musical part of the gospel services but by 1925 there were forty-
two men in membership, thirteen of whom were preachers of the gospel.  
Open Air Witness was a prominent feature of their services.  They also used 
to lead the Sunday School to the Railway Station for their annual outing 
conducting an Open Air service in the afternoon while the children were 
playing on the sand.  A special train would be booked and around five-
hundred children and adults would normally attend (seven-hundred in 1898!). 
 
The Bible carriage was used for evangelism in such places as Micheldever, 
Romsey, Alresford, Cheriton, Millbrook, Ropley, Portswood, Andover, 
Aldershot and Alton.  Sometimes on Bank Holidays Miss Perks, together with 
the Band, would spend the whole afternoon and evening on Southampton 
Common.  Great crowds would gather attracted particularly by the music and 
the singing. 
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By all Means  
From very early days a tent was erected on Bulford Down, Salisbury Plain 
among the thousands of soldiers encamped there to provide refreshments, 
reading and writing materials throughout the day. 
 
There were clear opportunities afforded for personal conversation about 
Jesus Christ and the good news of the gospel.  In time, two tents became the 
norm – one for letters and refreshments, the other exclusively for gospel 
work.  The two tents were connected with a short „corridor‟.  The Gospel 
meetings were held every evening for three hours, from 6pm to 9pm.  These 
were well supported and became well known.   
 
On several occasions, the power of the Holy Spirit was so felt that the 
solemn stillness became almost oppressive.  After prayer by several of the 
Christian soldiers, the men were invited to decide for Christ without further 
delay.  Often numbers would at once step forward and desire prayer to be 
offered for them, as they were anxious to give themselves to Christ, and a 
good many of them accepted salvation through faith in Christ on their knees.  
An hour or two was spent in explaining the way of salvation to others, and 
one and another gave themselves to the Lord.  Several of the battalions, 
having completed their term of service here, returned to their homes, and 
before leaving the camp, at a farewell gathering in the tent, a number of the 
militiamen as well as regulars gave their simple but heartfelt testimony to the 
goodness of God in saving them in the tent, and urged their comrades to give 
themselves to the Lord. 
 

On one occasion…  
Pte. B. said “I should so much like the friends to know what a blessing this 
tent has been to me.  I have found the Saviour here, and the meetings being 
held every night have made me grow stronger in the right way”. 
Corpl. P. “I can‟t speak, but I will read the 23rd Psalm, which is my 
experience.” 
 
 
Pte. R. “I do praise God for ever bringing me up on these manoeuvres, and 
for leading me to this tent.  The Blessed Saviour has saved me here and I 
know it.  John v.24 is the text that brought light into my soul, and I praise Him 
for it.  May I be kept to the end” 
 
Pte. H. “My experience is similar to that of my comrade who spoke last.  John 
v.24 brought blessing to my soul, and I shall ever thank God for the meetings 
in this tent” 
 
Pte. C.F. “I desire to praise God with all my heart that He ever led me in 
here.   It has made a new man of me.  I gave my heart to Jesus here, and 
now I ask Him to keep me.” 
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Pte. G. “I have been on the Lord‟s side for four years, and have tried to serve 
God, but I must say the blessings I have received in this tent are very great.” 
 
Pte. G. “I know this tent has brought blessings to me and also to my wife, 
who is very ill; but God has answered earnest prayer for her, and I hope He 
will keep us near to Him so that we may live for Him and by and by go to 
Him.” 
 
Working on the Ships 
Another prominent aspect of this multi-faceted work was the ministry on the 
troopships.  When these were moved from Portsmouth to Southampton the 
Misses Perks felt God led them to undertake this work and through the 
kindness of the authorities at the War Office and the Officers it had been 
made easy for them to go on board with the simple story of God‟s grace.  
They were able to cheer and to comfort as the soldiers went out and share 
their joys and sympathise with their sorrows when they returned.  There was 
a distribution of literature and clothing to the embarking soldiers.  A great 
work was also done among the wives and widows of the soldiers.  These 
overseas postings of the men often meant that the good news was being 
spread abroad. 
 
Letters received from many of these men clearly evidenced that they were 
true children of God, thus proving the work here to be a genuine work of the 
Holy Spirit.  Here are just two examples:- 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 

It gives me much pleasure to write a line to you.  I am thankful to say I 
am a sinner saved by grace.   Once I was in the world, without hope and 
without God, on my way to everlasting destruction, but bad as I was, and 
regarded as the worst in our regiment, I do thank God for His great love 
toward me in that while I was yet a great sinner Christ died for me.  I can and 
do rejoice that He was wounded for MY transgressions, He was bruised for 
MY iniquities, and the chastisement of MY peace was upon Him, and by HIS 
stripes I am healed. 

 
Thank God! And now I am dead to the law that I might live unto God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.  I am crucified with Christ – nevertheless I 
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.  I think it a marvellous thing that He 
should save a poor sinner like me, and that I should become a son of God. 
“Oh, the love that Jesus had for me, is more than tongue can tell.” 

 
When we walk with God in the light of His word what glory He sheds on 

our way! 
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I should like to say how much I enjoy the meetings at the Winchester 
Soldiers‟ Home tent, and when pleading for my poor lost comrades my heart 
has been filled to overflowing as I know that numbers have been turned from 
darkness to his marvellous light, from Satan unto God.  I feel He has done so 
much for me that I want to be of some use in His service.   I can praise God 
for health and strength to witness for Him before my comrades in the tent, 
and He has helped me to speak for Him.  Not only I but many other soldiers 
can tell what a blessing these Gospel tents are to the men during their camp 
life. 

 
Yours in Christ, 
T.H. Berks Regt. 
 
 
Dear Miss Perks, 

I am sure you will be very much rejoiced to hear that God is working in 
a very wonderful way out here, and very especially amongst our men that 
have just joined us from Salisbury Plain.  I am sure the work done by the 
Winchester Soldiers‟ Home out there is being prospered out here, and the 
seed sown is yielding here in Africa, and I feel sure you will be hearing from 
some of these men after they get settled a little.  Last Sunday a man decided 
for Christ, and had grace to confess Him.  He was in your tent on Salisbury 
Plain and impressed there.  A good many are here now who came from the 
Plain.  We often hear them singing over some of the old favourite hymns, and 
I ask them if they knew the friends at the tent, and there are not many who 
do not know something about them and the work.  I feel certain there is to be 
a large harvest. 

 
 
The following letters are similar and provide real encouragement:- 
 
 
Dear Brother A, 
 

Just a line to let you know that by God‟s grace I am still pressing on 
towards the mark for the prize of my high calling, which is in Christ Jesus, my 
Saviour.  I do rejoice because Christ is with me wherever I go.  Glory to His 
Name!  I cannot express in words the gratitude I feel for the way the Lord has 
led us here.  He has been with us all wonderfully, and one more soul has 
found peace since the Regiment has been here.  Hallelujah! What a Saviour!  
How grand to be able to say, and to know by experience, that Christ is not 
only able to save, but able to keep.  Indeed, I am lost in wonder and praise 
when I look around and see the mighty hand of God at work every day, and 
so mysterious too.  Thank you for putting my last letter in the „Bugle Call‟.  It 
has been a blessing in my Regiment.  I am glad to say a comrade told me 
the other night that there was a mystery in every letter in the „Bugle Call‟.  We 
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had some conversation, he is evidently impressed.  I do pray that he may be 
blessed, and many others. 

Since I last wrote, we have travelled a few hundred miles.  The Field 
Force broke up on the 22nd January.  On the 23rd January the Regiment 
marched back to Mowshera, and on 26th January entrained at Mowshera for 
Dum Dum, arriving here on February 12th, safe and sound, under the guiding 
hand of God.  The same as I stated in my last letter I state in this, that „All the 
way along it has been Jesus, whether on the top of the hill, or down in the 
valley, or in close contact with the enemy, it has been the same.  For to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.‟ 
 
I enclose a note for Miss Perks: kindly deliver it to her 

 
“Praying that God will bless you all at Winchester, yours in the service 
of the King of Kings” 
 

J.R. 
 
 
 

 
The New Soldiers‟ Home, Winchester 
Opened Thursday, October 8th, 1908 

 
 
The following letter was written by a young soldier converted in the Soldiers‟ 
Home, Winchester, when a recruit.  What a grand Missionary he was!  Surely 
we may all learn lessons.  We thank God for letting us have such 
encouragement. 
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March 21st 1897 

Dear Miss Perks, 
 
It is with feelings of gratitude I am permitted with God‟s good 

providence to send you a few lines, and to thank you for the papers and 
booklets, which came quite safe.  I am glad to say we are having good times 
in West Ridge.  Several of the men have come out for Christ during the last 
month, and we are looking forward to showers of blessing before the 
Regiment goes to the hills, but we Christians must live Christ ourselves, and 
walk and work and so let our lights shine, and if we will just ask God to 
strengthen us more abundantly, that we may not be afraid to let our 
comrades see we have something they have not.  Only the other day I was 
going from the Prayer Room to my barrack room, when one of my comrades 
said “Are you not ashamed to carry that thing under your arm through 
Barracks?” (meaning my Bible). 
 
“What,” I said “ashamed to carry the Word of God, who gave His only Son to 
die, that I might live?” 
 
Then he said “How do you know this?” 
 
So I said, “Go to your room, take out your Bible from the bottom of your box, 
and read John 3 v.16.” 

 
I don‟t know if he did this or not, but I asked God in my prayers to 

speak to him and break the heart of stone, that he might have a heart of 
flesh.  I had grand news from the homelands last mail.  A dear comrade of 
mine, with whom I worked four years, sent me word in his letter that he and 
his wife had crossed over the line and accepted Jesus as their Saviour.  
What a glorious answer to prayer!  Only think, dear Miss Perks, I have been 
praying over five months for him, and was sending him a message from God 
every week, and when I was just beginning to lose all hope, this letter 
brought the good news, and that very night I had to go on my knees to ask 
God‟s forgiveness for my „little faith‟.  It just shows us how careful we ought 
to be in our daily walk, also in our prayers, that whatever we may be doing 
we should bear in mind that Jesus is with us wheresoever we go, and if, at 
anytime, we ask God to do anything for us, we should ask in faith, believing 
that Jesus will answer our prayers in His good time. 
 
Yours in the Master‟s Service, 
S.S. 
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Miss Perks‟ Soldiers Homes 
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PART TWO 

 
 
 

ENLARGE THE PLACE OF YOUR TENT………… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

‘Holding out the word of Life’ 
(Philippians Chapter 2 verse 16) 
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A SECOND HOME 
 

The Lord had greatly blessed twenty five years work and witness in the 
Soldiers‟ Home in Hyde Close (and elsewhere) and this encouraged His 
children to seek further accommodation in the High Street, Winchester in 
order to reach out to the many soldiers who crowded into the Broadway and 
the immediate surrounding area.   
 
A Second Home 
After much prayer and waiting upon the Lord a very special piece of land 
became available.  It was by no means straightforward – a number of 
difficulties had to be overcome, but eventually the Misses Perks were able to 
purchase it and build another Soldiers‟ Welcome.  This was opened on 22nd 
March 1899.  However, due to ever increasing numbers it soon became 
obvious that it was necessary to rebuild, enlarging the premises.  Eventually 
on 8th October, 1908 the new Soldiers‟ Home was opened – debt free and 
amid great rejoicing at the goodness of God. 
 
It was quite a large hall seating four hundred persons.  Among the speakers 
that day was Mr. Bickers, one of the missionaries connected with the Homes.  
He was converted thirty-two years previously at the original Home and now 
spent his time mainly between the barracks and the troopships.  To help the 
meeting to appreciate the size of the work he said two thousand recruits 
came to Winchester every year and he personally met almost every one.   
On Sunday afternoons over the preceding eleven months, 2746 soldiers had 
attended the Bible Class.   
 
Concerning the troopship work 25,588 soldiers and some wives had left for 
service abroad.  There were of course also those returning from overseas 
and invalids arriving for the hospital at Netley. 
 
Established at Bulford 
After some years working under canvas on Salisbury Plain and the War 
Office having decided to establish a permanent camp at Bulford, Lord 
Roberts and others wished that the Miss Perks Soldiers‟ Home should 
similarly become of a more permanent nature.  This was duly built at Bulford.  
The building was estimated to cost £6,000 and the Building Fund was started 
by Lord Wimborne.  He had asked Louisa Perks how she proposed to start 
raising such a large sum.  She replied „with you, Sir‟ where upon he wrote a 
cheque for £1,000, a very considerable sum at the beginning of the 20th 
century (equivalent to perhaps something in excess of £60,000 today). 
 
The building was officially opened on 4th June 1903 – debt free - and was 
sited just off the main road and was in the very heart of the camp in which 
there were thousands of troops.  Louisa Perks chose the site!  It happened 
like this:- 
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The War Office had been quite willing to grant a site but the local military 
authorities wanted to relegate the Home to a back seat at the extreme end of 
the camp, right away from the men.  Miss Perks appealed to Lord Roberts 
(remember, he was the Commander-in-Chief of the British Army) who said, 
„Give Miss Perks whatever site she wants!‟  He clearly rated highly the work 
undertaken by the Soldiers‟ Home. 
 
It wasn‟t long after the opening of the new Welcome in 1908 that a decision 
was taken to centralize the work among the soldiers there while the work 
among the civilian population would be based at the Hyde Close premises.  
The military side of the work now came under the care of the Soldiers‟ 
Christian Association in London, while the civilian side was overseen by the 
London Trustees. 
 

PLEASANT MEMORIES OF BULFORD AND THE CAMP 
 
Sweet Bulford, shelter‟d village of the Plain, 
Water‟d by stream, meand‟ring thro‟ the main. 
Rich golden corn, and fields so fresh and green, 
Surround this hamlet, in its leafy screen. 
There in the centre of this village fair 
Stands the old Vicarage – the worse for wear. 
Still quaint and picturesque in its decay – 
With well-stocked garden and the poppies gay. 
But though this old world village lies so still, 
Loud martial sounds are heard on Beacon Hill, 
Where are encamped, „neath canvas shining white, 
Thousands of men – a truly stirring sight. 
The Lincolns, 3rd and 4th, are on the ground; 
The Dorsets and the Berks also are found 
Among the ranks, and Army Service Corps; 
The Guards, the Leicesters, also many more. 
Not far from Camp, two other tents we see 
With banners waving, hung from tree to tree, 
Red with white letters, glist‟ning in the sun:- 
“God bless our Soldiers,” are the words on one. 
The larger tent serves well their temporal need 
Where they can food obtain and write or read; 
But memory loves to linger in that tent 
Where hallow‟d hours with Jesus have been spent; 
There many a troubled heart finds peace and rest, 
And starts for higher service, which is best. 
In there, one hears the message clear and true 
From dear Miss Perks, and loving helpers, too. 
And from that tent the soldiers‟ voices rise 
With hymns of love and joy and sacrifice. 
God bless them as they sing, and guard them till that day 
When “we shall know each other better, and the mists have rolled away.” 

 

Florence Chancellor 
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The premises presently occupied by Hyde Street Chapel were built in 1912.  
The transition from Soldiers Home work, to the establishing of a local church 
understandably produced some difficulties in the early days.  Home Hall was 
the original name for this work.  Louisa and Emma Perks and Charles 
Edwards had been appointed by the Lord for this valuable work and they 
operated well together as a team.  Louisa was the forceful leader and in the 
forefront of the action.  Emma was a faithful and loyal supporter, while 
Charles was the principal trainer, organizer and communicator.  After Louisa 
died Emma to the surprise of many assumed the Leadership role vacated by 
her sister.  There was genuine astonishment by many at her successful 
tenure of office during the two years she survived her sister.  In particular she 
provided new Sunday School premises in Victoria Road and arranged for a 
more effective continuation of the work by appointing a new council.  
 
In 1912 the Mayor of Winchester presiding over the Annual Sale of Work said 
in part of his address that „this was a good work known throughout the British 
Empire‟.  Certainly there was a very large number of conversions and 
changed lives arising from this aggressive witness and evangelistic 
endeavour. 
 
A Trust Endowed 
The Misses Perks had endowed a Trust for the maintenance of an 
Evangelical witness in Winchester.  Reference has already been made to the 
work in Hyde Street but, apart from this, two further works were established 
after they had died – one at Highcliffe and the other at Stanmore.  The Trust 
essentially provided the initial Church building in Stanmore Lane in 1932 and 
the manse in 1938. 
 
In June 1928 Mr. and Mrs. Burch had begun a Sunday School in their home 
surely not even imagining that their humble act of obedience to the Lord 
would one day result in the vibrant fellowship known today as Winchester 
Family Church.  Twelve months later they had to start meeting in a hut on the 
Recreation Ground but the numbers of children continued to increase.  By 
this time Mr. Endall was the Superintendent of all the work in Winchester and 
he and the members of Home Hall were extremely helpful.  Mr. Endall 
initiated a systematic visitation of the estate and established a measure of 
self-government. This was to pave the way ultimately for the independence 
of the Stanmore work.  The London Trustees invited Gipsy Hawkins to hold a 
tent campaign on a site just below where the Stanmore Lane building stands.  
The interest raised prompted the commencement of a regular evening 
service on Sundays.  This was held in the hut on the Recreation Ground.  
The London Trustees engaged Mr. Mutch to take responsibility for the 
Sunday School and the evening service.   
 
On 1st September 1931 Rev. T.H. Bendor-Samuel was appointed as 
Superintendent of the Mission in succession to Mr. Endall. 
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The First Purpose Built Building 
There were great celebrations on 20th October 1932 when a large number of 
adults and children marched through the streets of Stanmore following the 
brass band.  They made their way from the Recreation Ground where they 
had been meeting to a brand new Mission Hall in Stanmore Lane, which had 
been built by the Trustees.   Mr. Marshman was appointed as Leader 
continuing the work of Mr. Mutch.  The number of children was still growing 
and it became necessary to build an extension to cater for the primary 
children. 
 
Rev. W.S.C. Walker 
In 1937 Rev. W.S.C. Walker (formerly a missionary in China) was invited to 
take the place of Mr. Marshman who had resigned.  Previously the hall had 
been a centre of evangelism but now a morning service was started and the 
first steps taken to become the home of a Christian community.  A small 
bungalow was built in the grounds of the Hall to accommodate Rev. and Mrs. 
Walker and their young son in 1938.  Rev. Walker served the Lord faithfully 
during his stay before moving to Fleet in 1943. 
 
Rev. Stanley Collins 
Rev. Stanley Collins began his ministry at Stanmore in May 1944.  He was a 
gifted preacher who had previously exercised oversight at Binfield (four 
churches) for four years.  God blessed his ministry significantly and much 
progress was made under his energetic leadership.  He left in the Spring of 
1947.  The mission had sought affiliation to the Fellowship of Independent 
Churches and this was approved in 1945.  Rev. John Fidge was appointed 
Superintendent in 1946 following the resignation of Rev. Bendor-Samuel, 
and greatly facilitated the independence of the work at Stanmore. 
 
Rev. Eric Fife 
On 8th October 1947 Mr. Eric Fife was ordained as a minister of the gospel  
and welcomed as the new Pastor.  He was a plain speaking man and very 
evangelistic in his preaching.  It was he who spearheaded the city-wide 
evangelism under the banner OASIS in January 1951 and regular meetings 
were held in The Guildhall and 
St Maurice‟s Hall.  These were 
well attended and on one 
occasion in March 1952 there 
were more than 800 people 
present.  Mr. Jim Bishop from 
The Welcome was a great 
supporter in this endeavour.  
1949 was to be a very important 
year in the development of the 
Church for in February of that 
year the Trustees accepted the 
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recommendation of the Local Advisory Committee (via The Mission 
Committee!) that the work had progressed to a degree that it could now 
accept greater independence.  This decision was to be effective from 1st 
April.  On the following Sunday, 3rd April 1949, forty-eight Christians accepted 
their new responsibilities of Church Membership.  The name of the church 
became Stanmore Evangelical Free Church. In the months following the 
church was really tested.   
 
The Mission suffered a financial crisis arising from the terms of the original 
Trust and this resulted in the Church becoming totally responsible for all her 
expenses. 
 
As often happens however this unexpected testing only served to strengthen 
the Church.  The baptistry was built at this time (previously believers had 
been baptised at Home Hall, Hyde Street).  Rev. Fife resigned to work with 
American Inter Varsity Fellowship.  He had served the Church well during the 
seven years he had been in Winchester. 
 
The estate was growing significantly now and the increase in the number of 
people living in the immediate neighbourhood was substantial. 
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Rev. David Mingard 
In February 1955 Rev. David Mingard joined the Church as Pastor.  He had 
had previous pastoral experience but more recently had been very involved 
with the preparation for the Billy Graham Greater London Crusade in 1954 at 
Harringay.  His exposition of scripture and evangelical preaching endeared 
him to many.  He encouraged the Church in visitation and every home in the 
area was visited by Church members.  
 
The work among the young, always strong, developed even more and 
„Covenanter‟ Groups were established for the teenagers.  The Andrew Hall 
(not specifically for young people‟s meetings), the Minor Hall, the Vestry (and 
the kitchen) all provided additional facilities for the growing Church.  
 
Rev. Mingard also formed a Male Voice Choir in the Church and the quality 
was such that a number of Christian men from outside the Church wanted to 
join.  Another innovation at this time was Junior Church Membership.  His 
gifts of leadership and administration – as well as his preaching – were very 
evident to all and in July 1963 the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical 
Churches invited him to be their first full-time General Secretary, a position 
that he filled with distinction for twenty-five years. 
 
Pastor Alan Gibson 
Later that year, in October 1963, Alan Gibson, commenced his ministry as 
Pastor of this Church. Again a number of changes took place during his 
Pastorate of nearly fourteen years.   One of the more significant ones was 
the catechising of children.  The practice of catechising has of course long 
been recognised as a valuable teaching aid.  He introduced the practice in 
the morning service and was thereby teaching both young and old 
simultaneously, but using simple language so that everyone could 
understand both the question and the answer.  The subjects covered were 
Creation, the Bible, God, God‟s Laws, Sin, Jesus Christ, Salvation, The 
Church, The Ordinances, The Last Things and Prayer.  This aspect of the 
Ministry was based on the Scripture 1 Peter 3 v.15. „Be ready always to give 
an answer to everyone that asks you.‟ 
 
This was a great blessing to many and the collection of questions and 
answers was eventually published in 1999 (and reprinted in 2001) under the 
apt title „Ready Answers‟.  
 
There was a fundamental change in the manner in which mission work was 
supported.  Previously, support had been directed to Missionary Societies 
but at this time encouragement was given to support individuals on the 
Mission field.  So, much of the giving was directed specifically for the support 
of Des and Grace Derbyshire (Wycliffe Bible Translators – Brazil), Bernard 
and Betty Jones (F.l.E.C. Home Missions), Ken and Bep Morey (Japan) and 
Nella Solley (later Rodriguez – Spain). 
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In 1964 regular monthly visits to the Elderly were commenced.  One of the 
members, Terry Hemming, was set aside in 1967 to train for the Ministry at 
South Wales Bible College and three years later was inducted to the 
pastorate at Howeth Road Evangelical Church, Bournemouth.  Long and 
careful examination of the scriptures on Eldership resulted in the Church 
recognising Len Norman (1973-1976) as the first appointee.  Subsequently 
Bentley Salmon (1974-1983)  joined him.  He had served the Church well as 
Church Secretary for twenty-five years.  Michael Heather expressed his 
desire to train for the Ministry.  The Church identified with him in this matter 
and encouraged him.   He was recognised as an Elder in 1977.  Leytonstone 
Evangelical  Church invited him to be their Minister in 1980.   
 
The growing family of Mr and Mrs Gibson necessitated extensions to the 
Manse in 1975 creating two more bedrooms and enlarging the lounge.  It 
was about that time that the building of homes on Badger Farm was started. 
 
Canterbury Evangelical Church invited Alan Gibson to become their Pastor in 
1977, which he accepted.  The ministry exercised during this pastorate was 
very fruitful as the reader will recognize from these paragraphs.  Truly the 
Lord had blessed the ministries of all his servants significantly.  

 
 
 

Pastors who have served the Church 
 

 
 
 
 

Mr. H. Mutch – Pre 1932 
Mr. G. Marshman – 1932-1936 

 

 
Revd. & Mrs. W.S.C. Walker 

1937-1943 
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Revd. & Mrs. Stanley. E. Collins 

1944-1947 

 

 
Revd. & Mrs. Eric Fife 

1947-1954 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
Revd. & Mrs. David Mingard 

1955-1963 

  

 
Pastor & Mrs. Alan Gibson 

1963-1977 
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PART THREE 

 

 
 

VISITATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

„…Your sons and daughters will prophesy……… 
your young men will see visions.’ 

(Joel Chapter 2 verse 28) 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL – 50 YEARS AND STILL GROWING 
 

In May 1978 there were great celebrations to recognise the Golden Jubilee of 
the Sunday School and it was wonderful that Mr. Burch (who together with 
his wife had started the Sunday School in 1928) was able to participate in 
cutting the cake.  Many people were present – teachers, scholars and friends 
of past years as well as the current staff and children.  The work among the 
students in the various colleges was well under way by this time and many 
joined the church during their stay in Winchester – some even making their 
stay permanent! 
 
The Church now embarked on a period of three years without a pastor.  This 
was something totally outside the experience of the Church but was valuable 
in that lessons needed to be learned.  How gracious and wise our Lord is! 
 
The Ministry of Greg Haslam begins 
The Church continued to grow especially the groups of young people.  
Eventually the Church met the man God had chosen to take this people on 
into His purposes.  He was Mr. Greg Haslam, originally a school teacher, 
who trained at the London Theological Seminary. 
 
Mr. Haslam was ordained as a minister of the gospel and inducted into the 
pastorate of the Church in November 1980.  In his first address he said that 
God‟s glory, which should be evident in the church, was almost entirely 
absent and that he desired that God‟s glory would be found in the Church 
once more.  He also said that only then would an indifferent world be 
awakened to the reality of Christ and His word. 
 
Very early on in his Pastorate, which was to last about twenty-one years, 
many conversions to the Lord Jesus Christ were seen as the good news of 
the gospel was faithfully proclaimed in a powerful way. 
 
 

THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF THE CHURCH 
 
November 1982 saw daily meetings for prayer and thanksgiving as 
preparation for the 50th Anniversary service.  Fifty years speaks of God‟s 
faithfulness to His people.  Psalm 146 teaches that the Lord is faithful for 
ever. „A Faith for our Times‟ was the title of a week long series of evangelistic 
meetings held at this time in an endeavour to reach out to friends and 
neighbours. 
 
Another significant date arrived for the Church on 25th September 1983 when 
the Pastor preached powerfully from Revelation 3 v.14-22, under the title 
„The Church that made Jesus sick‟.  The evening service was substituted by 
a prayer meeting – a time of real repentance.  The Lord moved among His 



 31 

people in such a way that this became a major turning point in the Church.  
Greg, a man passionate about both the Word and Spirit, was bold and 
forthright about matters which he felt the Lord wanted him to speak.  Serious, 
prolonged and bitter opposition arose around this time among a few people 
but once again the Lord had His way.  Reg Hall was recognised as an Elder 
(1984-2003) with particular responsibility for pastoral matters and Church 
Management.   
 
In July 1988 Bernard Sanders was appointed as a full-time Evangelist and 
Youth Worker and subsequently as an Elder (1989-1991).  The Church 
continued to grow and it was agreed that a new building expected to cost 
around £500,000 should be built.  During the time of rebuilding the Church, 
Home Groups – small groups exercising pastoral care - proved their value.  
 
Occasionally mid-week meetings for the whole Church were held at St. 
Luke‟s, Christchurch and the Baptist Church. 
 
On the 24th September 1988 the Stanmore Gospel Choir joined with London 
Emmanuel Choir and nearly one thousand other persons to sing at the 10th 
Festival of Evangelical Choirs in the Royal Albert Hall.  The Stanmore choir 
had been started on 6th November 1986 by Jim Hayter and sang in four part 
harmony – soprano, contralto, tenor and bass.  This was one more way of 
reaching out to people evangelistically, particularly in the Winchester, 
Southampton and Fawley areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Oscar Burch (90), a founder member of 
the church, with Greg Haslam planting a tree 
at Stanmore Lane to commemorate the 
Golden Jubilee of the Church.  
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RELATING TO NEW FRONTIERS INTERNATIONAL 
 
On the 1st May 1990 the Church made a commitment to New Frontiers 
International.  Considerable time had been taken by the Elders before urging 
this association (more about this later). 
 
An important administrative development was the division of the Misses 
Perks Memorial Mission Trust into three separate Trusts.  This was ratified 
on 19th June 1990 and meant that Trustees appointed by the particular 
church oversaw the affairs of that church.  Differences in understanding and 
application of the truth inevitably had created a need for greater 
independence. 
 
It was also in 1990 – 9th October, that the Church adopted a new name – 
Winchester Family Church – as one more accurately describing our 
immediate sphere of influence and the character of the Church.  Another sign 
of the way God was blessing the church in growth was the appointment of a 
full-time Administrator.  Mark Hall was appointed to this role on 8th January 
1991. He had previously served on a voluntary basis from 1984. 

 
 
 
 
The Building at Stanmore Lane 

prior to demolition. 
 
 
                
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Front of Winchester Family 
Church, Stanmore Lane 
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The Stage area in the Main Auditorium 
 
 
 

It was so exciting to enter the new Church Building, in March 1991 and you 
will perhaps realise this as you read the comments made by some at that 
time. 

 

 Back Home at Last!      God be praised! 
 

 This building was worth waiting for!      Overwhelmed! 
 

A wonderful tribute to God’s goodness and faithfulness! 
 

To God be the glory!      Beautiful – so light and airy! 
 

 Love the logo on the floor!        Hallelujah!      Splendid! 
 

 An exciting building with an exciting future……….WOW! 
 

Lovely, brilliant, excellent.            Praise the Lord, Hallelujah! 
 

 The Light of the World filled the Church. 
 

 Very spacious, comfortable, warm, light with an air of expectancy! 
 

 A home to honour God in             Multiple services by end of ’91. 
 

 It’s big fresh and new like New Life.  This is good – a fresh start! 
 

 The design is unique, the existence a tribute to the power of God. 
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A credit indeed to all who gave to make it possible and especially to Guy 
Miller who was responsible for the Quantity Surveying and Site Management 
and Bob Hall – Clerk of Works.  They both worked so well. 
 
The first meeting in the new Church Building (which incidentally was opened 
debt free) was 23rd March 1991 with Ron Johnson from America as our 
special guest while the official opening was a week later with Terry Virgo, 
Leader of New Frontiers International, who spoke from Ezra Chapter 1 v.3 
On the 30th July 1991 Guy Miller was 
added to the full-time staff and 
subsequently recognized as an Elder on 9th 
December 1992.  Meanwhile Bernard 
Sanders had accepted an invitation to 
Pastor the Church at Andover, effective 
from 1st October 1991.  

 
The Elders outside the new building. 

 

 
THE VISITATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
In 1994 and 1995 the Lord blessed the Church greatly when the Holy Spirit 
was „poured out‟ upon many seeking souls.  Some called this visitation of the 
Spirit the „Toronto blessing‟ because this was where the move was first 
experienced.  There were times of repentance, refreshment and rejoicing.  
There was a revelation, a freedom, and a liberty not previously known. 
 
In those days many people spent time on the floor.  However, it wasn‟t the 
„floor time‟ that was important but the effect the experience had upon their 
lives afterwards.  They were precious times indeed.  On one notable 
occasion because the telephone was not being answered the secretary 
interrupted the Elders‟ meeting only to find them all on the floor!  Church was 
never like this before! What blessed times they were!   
 
On 10th February 1995 Dave Colebrooke was recognised as an Elder but 
became the Pastor at Hook Evangelical Free Church (now called New 
Covenant Church, Hook) on 1st April 1996. 
 
Dave and Amber Lockyer left UK to serve the Lord in Shillong, N.E. India.  
The Lord blessed their ministry there but after five years continued their 
service in Nepal for eighteen months.  They returned to Winchester in May 
2003. 
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A Testimony – from Sophie 
Sophie Large was a very talented teenager attending St. Swithun‟s School 
when she first came to the Family Church.  She was aged fifteen when she 
penned the following words:- 
 

I have found my God! 
 
I have found my God!  I went to the Family Church today, and it was there I 
found Him. 
 
The first thing that struck me as I entered was the number of people that 
were there.  Usually there‟re about fifteen to thirty people huddled in the 
pews, while the rather dull organ drones on.  Here people were laughing and 
calling.  And the room was high and full of light from two enormous windows.  
There was a form of altar, but it was ignored through most of the service. 
 
Oh, Arion, the hymns of praise we sang!  We sang so loudly, so joyously, so 
fully, dancing and clapping in the love of God that we felt in and among us, 
us a whole, a single being.  I cried, Arion.  For here people openly professed 
their love of God so other people heard.  Instead of hiding away within 
themselves, they were calling and loving and singing praise. 
 
It was not like the forced singing of everyday hymns, whose words have little 
meaning.  It was singing of the joy God gave us, and we were so thankful, 
Arion.  So grateful I could have burst with the overwhelming new feeling of 
the truth. 
 
Some people came and read pieces from the Bible or told of events that had 
moved them during the week, and some had come to ask for the prayers for 
others. 
 
One man said we all bore fruit, but that fruit was not for us to keep, it was for 
others to enjoy.  We had to give it away.  A girl said how God handed to us 
what we were meant to have, and it was not right to try and get at what was 
behind it just because it looks better – but to take up a friendship or gift or 
opportunity and not try to get what was not offered to us. 
 
The preacher said how we find it difficult to understand when God „prunes 
us‟, when he chops away our fruitful branches along with the dead and the 
bad, festering ones, and how it‟s hard to understand that; but God has a 
reason for everything that happens and if you look, you could see this.  It was 
amazing. 
The communion really meant something – it meant remembering Jesus‟s 
love and compassion for us, and there was a cup about the size of a thimble 
full of Ribena and a piece from a real loaf of bread.  It was beautiful, Arion, 
and ten sincere people, as they handed you the bread, said „bless you, 
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forever‟ or something.  I felt that I couldn‟t care what happened next – I had 
learned more from this service than anything else I have ever done. 
 
(Arion was an imaginary friend - Reproduced by permission from „Sophie‟s Log‟ ISBN 

0953490106) 
 

Tragically her life was brought to an end abruptly in a car crash on 10th 
February 1998.  Sophie was then nineteen years of age. 
 
It was also around this time that it was recognised that a second venue was 
necessary (in addition to the one in Stanmore Lane).  Initially accommodation 
was found at Kings School, Romsey Road and then at Westgate.   
 
A further sign of the growing Church was the appointment of a full-time 
Children‟s Worker in 1998.  Rose Prowse was duly appointed to the role after 
two years training. 
 

 
DOUBLE AND DOUBLE AGAIN 

 
The Church was ready in 1996 to embrace the Lord‟s will – whatever that 
was – as we confidently expected more significant growth.  Greg had told 
how he had received from the Lord in September 1994 that we would double 
and double again.  Wendy Virgo had said in November 1994 that she saw a 
large sailing ship with a happy crew and that as the time passed people 
disembarked to plant the flag of the Kingdom. 
 
In February 1995 Lee LaCosse prophesying in the Church had said we 
would double and double again and that we should go to the heart of the city 
and re-open a buried ancient well of spiritual influence in this city repenting of 
the sins of the forefathers and of the unbelief of the forefathers.  We were 
going to re-open an ancient well of blessing in the heart of this city, that 
would flood the city and beyond. 
 
Guy Miller had also said in February 1995 that he saw a picture like the M25 
orbital road running around London but this was around Winchester.  The 
road was log-jammed in both directions and the traffic was not moving.   He 
heard a voice saying „Come off the motorway and head for the centre‟.  He 
knew the objections would be that all the traffic lights would be red causing 
delays but as he looked he saw that all the traffic lights were green and God 
was encouraging us to move into the city centre where he had a building for 
us. 
 
Sam Poe from St Louis, Missouri had also spoken about being enlarged and 
the importance of building a strong base from which people would move out 
and come back having spoken into difficult situations. 
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In May 1995 Dave Stroud (Birmingham) had said now is the time for Greg to 
share the vision. „I will sprinkle seeds of faith in their hearts and they will 
carry them into the future‟.   
 
In June 1995 Ben Davies (Bracknell) said „don‟t cut your coat according to 
your cloth‟ meaning don‟t limit yourself according to what you have at the 
time (Ben had pronounced the Stanmore Lane building as too small when he 
first saw it – and he was right!). 
 
In February 1996 Guy got really excited (and so did we when we heard about 
it afterwards).  Alan Found, a New Frontiers Leader from Dover, whom we 
did not know personally prophesied over Guy “you will build a tower at the 
centre of the city and I will give you prominence for I have many people in 
this city (remember Guy‟s word in February 1995 and the Church motto text 
of 1982 (Acts 18 v.10) which was a verse held in our hearts – very precious)..  
You will be a big landmark as big a landmark as the Cathedral in this city and 
all the people who drive through the centre of your city will go past and see 
and know God is in this city.  And you together with the other churches you 
work with will be a blessing to many.  Don‟t think this is just to double and 
double again for you must remain flexible to all I will do because it will be way 
beyond what you can see or imagine!” 
 
In May 1996 Alan Davies said „I see enlargement coming – enlargement- its 
enormous‟.  In November 1996 when Greg was in America Ron Johnson and 
his Elders praying for him used this much worked phrase – double and 
double again. 
 
These prophetic words – and others similar in nature – supported by 
additional data concerning planning approval and positive progress in our 
financial negotiations made a deep impression upon everyone.  The Elders 
encouraged the Church to set their sights on the „Bingo Hall‟ believing this 
was God‟s provision for us and this was enthusiastically received.  However, 
there were still some major difficulties particularly in the financial area.  
Consider the facts – our general fund was overdrawn on the year and we had 
already agreed a programme of alterations to the former Manse costing in 
excess of £20,000.  Anything but promising humanly speaking, but 
God…………..  
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THAT DAY! 
 

Another very special day in the history of the Church was 8th December 
1996.  It was the gift day – and clearly the response would be indicative of 
how real our commitment was to the vision set out before us and so 
enthusiastically received.  Negotiations had significantly reduced the price 
from the seven-figure sum originally sought by the owners.  In the evening 
we waited patiently while the evening offering was counted and the totals 
checked.  A great quiet came upon the gathering as the report was handed 
to the Elders.  Greg announced the figures and then……..gasps of wonder 
and of astonishment and then spontaneous praise.  

 
AMAZING - £780,793.63 – 

(seven hundred and eighty thousand pounds)! 
 
Tremendous – previous gift days had realized about one-tenth of this 
unparalleled offering – which ultimately would allow us to purchase the 
building outright – debt free again! 
 
God is so good!  HALLELUJAH! 
 
 

      
Greg & Ruth Haslam                        Guy & Heather Miller 
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PART FOUR 
 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION……… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘We are Christ’s Ambassadors’ 
(2 Corinthians Chapter 5 verse 20) 
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IN AT LAST! 
 

Six months passed while the legal formalities were completed and the place 
cleaned and tidied.  The first meeting was held on 22nd June 1997 – a time of 
uninhibited praise.  Among the congregation that day was Rodney Kingstone, 
a friend from Worthing who often spoke prophetically. 
 
Rodney Kingstone: 
“I feel that God wants to say to you this morning that as revival is coming to 
the United Kingdom so He has earmarked you to experience and to see and 
to participate in the full manifestation of the revival here in this place and in 
this city. 
 
But He is asking for intercessors to give themselves particularly to aspects of 
His revealed will concerning revival.  But because God is Sovereign and has 
earmarked you to revival does not exclude you from bearing prayerful 
responsibility to pray into being His Word and His Will. 
 
I feel God said these things to me during the worship and I submit them to 
you:- 
 
I believe God is saying that you are closer to revival now than you were a 
week ago.  That does not necessarily mean that revival is going to happen 
next week, but it does mean this – that every day that passes is the day that 
you come closer to the full manifestation of revival in this place. 
 
And the Lord says „I will fill this place to overflowing, for as the river runs 
through your city close by, so a river of My Spirit will begin to flow from this 
place to reach out both to the city, and both to the immediate area and to 
affect some nations even beyond the borders of the United Kingdom. 
 
I am releasing a river of refreshment, a river of life, a river of health, a river of 
healing and soon people will get to hear of the river that is flowing 
transforming lives and even transforming whole hamlets and villages around. 
 
The river will flow to the South, down to the New Forest sweeping in some of 
the villages there as the river flows up to Christchurch and Bournemouth and 
the two rivers, as it were, become one mighty tidal move of the Holy Spirit to 
the South of this City.  It will flow to the north of the city, somewhat limited to 
the west, but still flowing, and flowing to the east. 
 
Concurrent with the flow of the river of life I believe God is saying that He will 
start a move of the Spirit amongst the student community of Winchester, that 
they will see revival occurring among the student community, for He has 
destined that He will begin to transform many educational establishments 
through the meeting of heads of education who are only potential now as 
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students but through an impact of the Spirit of God, God will begin to bring 
back righteousness into the educational establishment out of revival through 
this city. 
 
I do believe that God is saying that He wants particular intercessors to arise 
and pray this revival into being to pray for the filling of this place, to pray for 
the flow of the river and to pray for revival amongst the educational 
establishment.” 
 

Early Morning Prayer 
In November 1997 we started meeting regularly in our new home – the 
Middle Brook Centre – abbreviated to MBC.  Soon after moving into the MBC 
Greg issued a call to Early Morning Prayer.  The response was very 
encouraging and more than a hundred people used to meet every morning, 
five days a week, from 6am to 7am to call upon the Lord.  This commitment 
was maintained for some months and was very important.  Gradually 
however numbers and frequency dropped to a more sustainable level. 
 
Richard Hunt was recognized as an Elder in 1998.  He had served as an 
Elder in his previous Church and his experience was very useful. 
 
Guy Miller accepted an invitation in April 1999 to pastor New Covenant 
Church, Bournemouth.  He and his wife Heather were much loved and highly 
esteemed by the membership and their contribution to the life of the Church 
was considerable and should not be overlooked.  The Lord was clearly 
training them for more extensive service in Bournemouth. 
 
Meanwhile we had been engaged on a programme of refurbishment and 
much has been accomplished.  It is anticipated that the project will be 
completed in 2006. 
 
Westminster Chapel, London, invited Greg to be their Pastor and, after much 
prayer and discussion, he accepted and commenced his ministry on 1st 
March 2002. 
 
The Lord had accomplished so much during Greg‟s twenty-one years as 
Senior Pastor.  He himself was so well supported by his very able wife, Ruth, 
throughout this time although it should also be noted that Ruth developed her 
own ministry alongside Greg. 
 
Many people had become Christians, others would speak of knowing a 
deeper experience of Christ‟s love and enrichment in their spiritual lives.  The 
Church had grown and matured significantly.  A number of people had 
answered the call of church planting generally in the UK although Aidan and 
Lisa Watson and family left in September 2001 for New Zealand. 



 42 

Neil Keyworth was added to the Eldership 
team in September 2001, the Church 
having recognised the necessary qualities 
within him.  It was also at this time that 
Chris Kilby, having spoken of his desire to 
train for the work of the Gospel, was 
added to the full-time staff. 

 
The Middle Brook Centre 

Home of Winchester family Church 

 
 

A NEW PASTOR – AFTER 21 YEARS! 
 
 

 
 
John & Marian 
Groves 

 
 
 
 
 
 

After such a long pastorate and one which the Lord had blessed so much 
some thought it might be a long time before a suitable person to lead the 
work would be found.  But God had gone before us…He had already 
prepared the man of His choosing…. And all we had to do was to 
acknowledge that He knows best - which we did! (It is appropriate here to 
record the valuable help afforded us by Terry Virgo, Dave Holden and Guy 
Miller, all of Newfrontiers). 
 
And so John Groves succeeded Greg Haslam as Senior Pastor in June 
2002.  John and his wife Marian have been warmly received by the whole 
Church and have quickly won our hearts. 
 
On 30th June 2003 the existing Elders „stood down‟ to enable John to 
develop his own, and younger, leadership team. In September 2003, Dave 
and Heather Luft joined the Church Plant in Salisbury. 
 
We look forward with eager anticipation to all that the Lord has prepared for 
us to do in the next phase of our life together.  This is not difficult because we 
have proved so often that God is faithful – He will not leave us alone and He 
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provides all the tools we need in order to carry out the work He wants done.  
He loves us so much that we know we will overcome when we trust Him. 

 
 

NEWFRONTIERS 
It is appropriate to include reference here to Newfrontiers for significant 
influence has been exercised in this local church since our association began 
in 1990.  Our support has been real and active in various ways, but we have 
also benefitted greatly from our relationship. 
 
Newfrontiers is a team ministry led by Terry 
Virgo working together on a mission.  That 
mission is to see the Kingdom of God 
advance 
 

 By restoring the Church 

 By making disciples 

 By training leaders 

 By planting Churches  

 By reaching the nations 
 
The Elders had met with Terry Virgo and were 
very impressed by his spirituality, character, gracious nature and humility.  
With such qualities so evident in the leader we were encouraged to develop 
an ongoing relationship with Newfrontiers ultimately resulting in an 
enthusiastic recommendation that the Church should commit herself whole-
heartedly to association with Newfrontiers. 
 
The Downs Bible Weeks were a sort of fore-runner of Newfrontiers but were 
meeting as individual and less related Churches.  This change followed 
initially from a prophecy from John Groves. There were two essential 
ingredients.  One was a picture of a herd of elephants running together in a 
jungle.  There did not appear to be a way forward but they kept running and 
made a way when there was no way.  The other, clearly related, was that 
more can be accomplished together than you could ever accomplish alone.  
This word made a deep impression upon Terry and after a period of prayer 
and discussion with some other Pastors he was convinced that God was 
calling the Churches that were so loosely connected into a closer and more 
meaningful relationship together. 
 
The Stoneleigh Bible Weeks were very high profile attracting people from 
many denominations – or none – from many nations and accommodating 
activities for all ages.  When „Stoneleigh‟ was stopped in 2001 nearly 30,000 
people were gathering to participate in wonderful worship, to be challenged 
by powerful preaching.  Thousands of lives were transformed during these 
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eleven years, very many people were converted to Jesus Christ with large 
numbers being baptised in the Holy Spirit.  The Lord also healed many 
people as well from a variety of illnesses and conditions.  These International 
Bible Weeks also provided opportunities to enjoy the blessings of fellowship 
with many friends, both old and new.  But all of this was with the aim of 
getting people ready to be part of the answer to a world devoid of hope and 
purpose.  We had been encouraged in 1999 to believe for 1000 Churches to 
be planted throughout the nation!   Currently Newfrontiers is working with 500 
Churches in 30 Nations.     
 
Many people were surprised when a halt was called even doubting the 
wisdom of such a move when the Bible Weeks were so obviously being 
blessed.  But this was no whim on the part of the Leaders they were merely 
following the instructions God had given. 
 
A similar situation had occurred in 1988 (stopping Downs) when the sanity of 
Leadership was being questioned by other streams.  The Lord was re-
directing his forces.  Soon after this Terry had seen a vision of a bow super-
imposed on the south coast of England.  The arrow was pointing towards 
Europe while the string was pulled back to the Midlands and even the north 
of England.  Many Churches have now been planted in the UK and 
considerable engagement in serving Churches oversees. 
 
But it was at such a time that the Lord challenged this Leadership and 
ultimately everyone to be more evangelistic, reaching out to millions of 
people who were still strangers to the grace of God.  Dave Devenish 
(Bedford) had brought a very significant word that the time had come for a 
scattering evangelistically after a long period of preparation.  And so the 
mission continues but under the title „Let‟s Go‟. 
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PART FIVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS IS MY STORY……………………….. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘One thing I do know, I was blind but now I see’ 
(John Chapter 9 verse 25) 
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A few testimonies follow – from young and old, from men and women but all 
with the single aim of glorifying the Lord – their Saviour and their God. 

 
 

Testimony of Gill Richbell 
 

I grew up in a loving family and went to Sunday School so heard about Jesus 
but in my late teens I met my husband and lost interest.  After a few years we 
married and in 1986 started our family. 
A neighbour invited me to toddlers where we sang and listened to Bible 
stories.  I still was apathetic for another two years until one momentous 
week.   
 

My son had a hearing problem, unbeknown to me people from Church 
prayed – that same morning his hearing was restored! 
 

My husband had a damaged kneecap through playing football.  He was 
offered an operation but very little hope of success.  That week the operation 
was performed successfully!  He had also been made redundant having 
worked for a bank for seventeen years.  That week we heard he had a new 
job! 
 

I wanted to know more about the Holy Spirit.  God removed the shutters from 
my eyes to reveal Himself.  Things can change in one week.  Amazing!! 
 

My baptism in November 1991 publicly showed God‟s difference in my life.  
Then my husband became a Christian joining me in my love of Jesus. 
 

In 1998 our daughter became seriously ill with an undiagnosable problem.  
For a year we as a family could only turn to God for help.  He taught us to 
take one day at a time and continually go to Him for our strength.  He never 
failed us.  Now in 2003 she is leading a normal life and I wonder where I 
would be without Jesus in my life. 
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Testimony of Fred Gibbons 
 

My name is Fred Gibbons, I am now well into my seventies and for most of 
my working life I was a schoolteacher in an inner city comprehensive school.  
I first recognized Jesus for who He is when I was forty four years old.  Until 
then Jesus, for me had been in the same category as the fairies, something 
harmless, for children‟s tales and completely irrelevant.   
 

I had a wonderful childhood and adolescent years.  From childhood to 
adulthood, marriage, family and working life I had no real problems.  I had a 
happy and contented marriage, a good and satisfying job, the mortgage had 
been paid off, my daughter had gone through most of her teenage years 
without any qualms or problems. 
 

Why change?  Why even contemplate anything religious? 
 

In the Spring of 1971 a local church organized an event that was described 
as „The Think Out!‟  It was an invitation to examine who Jesus was and His 
claims about Himself.  It was I suppose a forerunner of the ALPHA course.  It 
was to be for every evening for one week.  As a dutiful husband, and as a 
concession, I agreed, under duress to go for one night only, the first night. 
 

It was then as the fairy tale figure of Jesus receded under the authority of 
scripture and the evidence for the true, historically accurate person emerged 
that I realized that the record of those events nearly two thousand years ago 
were true and that the life, sacrificial death and resurrection of this man 
Jesus had not only a great relevance on life today in the twenty first century 
but specifically and personally for me. 
 

I went every evening for the whole week.  I then decided to investigate 
further myself.  I read the new Testament, sometimes with great difficulty and 
not really understanding much of it. 
 

The record of John I found gripping.  As I read the first chapter my eyes were 
fixed upon verse ten that says “He was in the world and the world was made 
through Him, yet the world knew Him not”. 
 

It was then that I realized that this Jesus was not just a figure of fancy but 
who He claims to be, God Himself, upon earth, who created and sustains the 
world and that I, Just like so many in the world did not know, or even want to 
know Him. The force of this revelation hitting me was so great that I simply 
had to ask Him to forgive me for ignoring Him for so long when He had done 
so much for me. 
 

Over the many years since then I have known that the presence of the living 
God in my life has enabled me to face the many difficult moments in life that 
come to us, the decisions we all have to make, sometimes big, sometimes 
small, have all been influenced upon reflection by His guiding presence 
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fulfilling His promise to all who accept His gift of eternal life, a life that can 
start right now. 
 

“I am with you, even to the end of the age”  He said it.  I know and have 
proved He means it. 
 
 

Testimony of Wai Wan 
 

For the first thirty-four years, my spiritual life had been quite uneventful.  I 
had a good job, a nice car, my own house, great holidays, many friends and 
a supportive family; but despite all this relative success in life, there was an 
unexplainable emptiness inside. 
 

My search for fulfilment led me to reading self-improvement books, working 
harder and beefing-up my fitness regime.  I even tried several moneymaking 
schemes, but needless to say, none of these activities satisfied. 
 

Somewhere along this journey, I met Anne.  I had asked her out to a party, 
but she declined on the basis that she couldn‟t go out with a non-Christian.  
This started a series of conversations we would have on religion, culminating 
in an invitation to a baptism service at the Winchester Family Church. 
 

The stories of those being baptized were very touching, but I decided that 
Church wasn‟t for me and I was going to continue my search elsewhere. That 
night, I woke up and felt a presence in the room.  I sat up listened intently in 
case someone had broken in.  There was total silence; then I heard a voice 
speaking into my heart, “You are not ready yet, but I will come back for you”.  
And in an instant, the presence vanished. 
 

I was unsure of what had occurred and mentioning this to Anne a few weeks 
later, she told me that she prayed for me after the baptism for God to reveal 
Himself to me.  I was dumb-founded.  This revelation prompted me to attend 
an Alpha course and I subsequently became a Christian. 
 

The change in my life has been subtle and gradual.  There is an inner peace, 
patience and joy that I have never had before.  I see the faces of people who 
are lost in the World and I so want to share the Good News with them.  I love 
my Church, my new extended family and my Jesus, my saviour. 
 
 

Testimony of Clive Keyte 
 

It‟s sometimes difficult to remember what it was like before I was a Christian, 
it is amazing really considering this February will only be my ninth 
anniversary.  I was thirty eight years old when I gave my life to Christ.  Thirty 
eight years lost to the world and nine year under the wing of our Saviour.  
You might be mistaken into thinking that the reason I took so long to see the 
light was that I was anti-religion or proud to be an atheist, but the sad truth is, 
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I simply could not be bothered.  I was happy with the way things were, living 
a reasonably comfortable life and had no real reason to change.  I often find 
now that it is easier to talk to non-Christians about Jesus if they have strong 
views and want to argue, it tends to be the apathetic ones that are difficult.  
And that is what I was, apathetic.  However, change was on the horizon. 
 

Anne (my wife) had been attending Winchester Family Church for a couple of 
years.  I went along occasionally for special occasions, but certainly never on 
a regular basis and then came Alpha.  Anne suggested I attend, to keep her 
happy I agreed to go to the first session, but had no intention of spending 
every Tuesday night for ten weeks at a church listening to people I didn‟t 
know, talk about a subject I was not interested in.  The first session intrigued 
me, it raised so many interesting questions, I agreed to go again the next 
week.  (Little did I know about the whoops and hollers of joy from Anne and 
her friends at the Church, let alone the prayer).  Ten weeks passed and I was 
asked by the Church Elder, Greg Haslam, to give my testimony to the next 
group of Alpha students.  I told him that I had not been converted: he said 
that was fine, he was interested in them hearing about my journey.  That is 
what I said to them, that I felt I was on a journey; I‟m sure to this day that 
Greg knew where my journey would end. 
 

One of the other elders, Guy Miller, and myself had become great friends 
during the Alpha course.  Guy would often pop around, or we would go and 
see him and his wife Heather for a meal.  Guy would frequently quiz me 
about my life and invite me to Church.  On one occasion I agreed to go and 
during the service, looked around at the people there and wondered what it 
was about them, happy? Calm? Confident? I could not put my finger on it.  
Guy was preaching, and half way through the service he asked the 
musicians to come up and he gave an invitation to anyone who wanted to 
know more about God, to come forward.  The song was „Draw Me Close to 
You‟.  I was compelled to go forward.  I stood at the front and sang. I cried.  I 
couldn‟t believe what I was doing, a grown man crying because of a song. 
 

Both Guy and Greg came over to me and stood at my side, all three of us 
singing – „Draw me close to You, never let me go, I lay it all down again, to 
hear You say that I‟m Your friend‟ – and that is what I did, I lay it all down, let 
go and gave my life to Jesus, and yes, I heard Him say that I was His friend.  
Guy and Greg prayed with me, and my life changed.  I learnt about the Grace 
of God, about caring, about not putting myself first, about the significance of 
the Cross and many, many other things.  Life with God is good, it‟s still hard 
sometimes, but with God beside me I know in the end everything has a 
purpose and everything will be wonderful.  
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Testimony of Doreen Copeman 
 

I went to Sunday School when I was a kid and won several prizes for good 
attendance, one of which was a Bible which I still have.  I said my prayers 
every night and although not a very well behaved child I was quite spiritual. 
 

And when I reached my teens I saw a whole new world out there which I was 
eager to experience – you know – exciting things to do – wonderful places to 
see.  Drank far too much, far too often.  I thought that God was very remote 
and was far too busy to bother with someone like me. 
 

I married George who, when he came out of the army, joined the police 
force.  He was arrested for burglary and possession of a firearm and was 
sentenced to two years in prison.  I got a job after a great deal of difficulty as 
George‟s arrest and conviction was on the television news and people were 
reluctant to employ me.  I recovered from all this, as I thought, without any 
help from that „white haired old man in the sky‟. 
 

Then in my 40s there were debts which I was ill-equipped to handle and I 
didn‟t know which way to turn, as nearly every evening after I came home 
from work there would be people knocking on the door demanding what they 
were owed.   
 

Because I am a reader, God used that to draw my attention to the fact that 
there was a way for me out of all the trouble by pointing my to a book called 
„The Amazing Results of the Power of Positive Thinking‟ and believe me 
positive thinking was what I really needed.  I thought that it was a book on 
psychology or I would never have taken it off the library shelf, but it was a 
book written by an American Christian who wrote that I could ask God for 
help and He wouldn‟t let me down.  The strange thing was that God didn‟t 
take my troubles away but showed me how to deal with them in a very 
practical and positive way. 
 

I looked for a church and found Stanmore Evangelical Church (before Greg 
Haslam) and went every week to the services, but sadly didn‟t find what I 
was looking for there, so I tried Spiritualism, Christian Science,  
Transcendental meditation, High Anglican, even Tarot Cards – still not 
finding what I was looking for.  As things were going well, I turned away from 
God and went my own sweet way for quite a few years.  Now wouldn‟t you 
have thought that God would have had enough of me and given up?  But no 
way, I had received the gift of the Holy Spirit and Father God wasn‟t going to 
let me get away. 
 

One-day right out of the blue God spoke to me so clearly and He said 
“Doreen you‟ve been away long enough now I want you back”. 
 

He sent me to Greg Haslam and although it took me a long time to finally 
make my commitment (being baptised by total immersion) I did at last take 
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the plunge (it was the most important bath of my life).  And here I am still 
putting my trust in our Father God.  Hallelujah. 
 
 

Testimony of Angela Dinnie 
 

I grew up in a Christian home, attending the Baptist church my dad is the 
minister of. I became a Christian when I was about 4. I always went to 
Sunday school, youth group, etc, but when I started secondary school I 
began to question exactly what it was that I believed in. I always came to the 
decision that God did exist, but that didn‟t stop the questions from coming.  
 

When I was 15 I attended a CYFA camp over the summer. It was there that I 
met a number of Christians my age and it really struck me how much they 
loved God. I re-committed my life to God that week. Although my faith in God 
continued to grow, I tried to leave God out of my life at school, afraid of what 
people might think of me.  
 

When I started university God certainly had control. After spending a week 
getting to know the people in my halls I met a girl, Sally, who I had met 
previously at my interview for Uni. I found out from chatting to her that she 
was a Christian and going to church that weekend. I made a decision that 
night that I wasn‟t going to hide my faith in God away from my friends and 
was going to live my whole life as a Christian. I went to church with Sally that 
weekend. Over the next few weeks I met and made some great friends who 
were really serious about God and on fire for Him, including Him in every part 
of their life.  
 

Being away from home was a key time for me because it meant that I 
stopped living in the shadows of my parents and their faith and developed my 
own, personal faith in God. I grew in leaps and bounds, becoming a lot more 
confident in who I was and in my faith. During this time I was also baptised 
by my dad, which had been another huge hurdle in my life.  
 

God has certainly had His hand on me as I look back over my life and I am 
excited for what‟s in store for me in the future. Trusting God for His will is 
hard at times, but I know it is the best. Doing a Frontier Project at the 
moment is very challenging and hard work, but I love it and am excited about 
it because I know my faith and character will grow heaps. 

(Since writing this – Ang has been given a part-time position at the Church) 
 

 
Testimony of Sally Rouse 

 

I had been brought up in a non-church-going family, although having spent 9 
years at a Christian Boarding school, I was a regular church attendant and 
even sang in the choir but I never felt that God spoke to me personally, I 
never knew what it was to have a personal relationship with God. 
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Throughout my life there have been moments when I have been very tested.  
The death of my first husband made me doubt that there was a God, 
although in my heart I always knew that there was a wonderful creator but 
didn‟t know that he was interested in me.  So I drifted through adulthood, 
half-believing and half-doubting and often feeling drawn into a deeper 
understanding of Christianity and yet frightened to take that step. 
 

Most of my adult life was dedicated to being a successful teacher and 
mother.  I worked hard, put lots of hours in to help provide our family with a 
good life and enjoy the fruits of my labour – promotion at work, material 
possessions, great holidays.  I achieved my ambition of becoming a 
headteacher and even though I was very successful, I felt as if something 
was eluding me.  I decided to take early retirement and spend time with my 
husband and family and try to re-evaluate my priorities and my life. 
 

Shortly after this, my husband was taken seriously ill and later diagnosed 
with a terminal condition.  I spent many hours praying to God to give me the 
courage to support my husband and asking him to forgive my past sins but I 
also asked for God‟s grace to accept that was happening to us.  I 
experienced a sense of huge peace and knew what I would from then on, try 
to listen to what God wanted from me and try to live my life as a Christian, 
loving God and Jesus and always trying to be more like Jesus. 
 

My dear friend, Jules, had become a Christian several years ago and I had 
seen the difference it had made in her life and in her family‟s life and I had 
been very interested.  With Jules‟s encouragement I decided one day to go 
to the Family Church and during worship, John Groves used a piece of 
scripture which I felt spoke directly to me.  It was “Come with us and we will 
share with you whatever good things the Lord gives us!”  Numbers 10 v.32. 
 

Since that time I have felt that God brought me to the right place.  I have 
been surrounded by friendship, support and most importantly teaching.  I 
have felt my faith strengthen through Community Group, Alpha and 
Foundation courses but as my faith has strengthened, I realise also the 
difficulty of being a better person and trying to live in the likeness of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

I decided to be baptised as a mark of my commitment to my new life with 
God and Jesus, asking for further grace from the Holy Spirit.  I hope that I 
shall be able to have a deeper and greater understanding of the Lord and 
what he has done in his wonderfulness for us and I am overwhelmed by the 
knowledge that he died on the cross to save me.  My future may look 
daunting but I know that by trusting in God, He will give me the strength to 
carry me through. 
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Testimony of Sandy Houston 
 

I am Sandy and married to Kevin and we have three lovely children who are 
now 20, 17 and 13 years old.  My life was quite different when I was young.  I 
was adopted when I was 18 months old and in my school years I was very 
lonely and I was also bullied.  My adopted parents were loving and caring but 
I always knew there was something missing in me. 
 
My life started to change after our daughter Kelly Anne started to go to WFC 
Saturday Kidz Klub.  Going to Kidz Klub also included weekly visits from Kidz 
Klub leaders and that‟s how we met Rose. 
 

When Kelly was telling us what she had learned about Jesus and God in 
Kidz Klub my husband and I became interested to know more and decided to 
go to an Alpha Course with Rose.  The Alpha course had a special day about 
the Holy Spirit and on that day I understood that God sent Jesus to die on the 
cross for me and that Jesus died for my sins.  I asked Jesus to come into my 
life. 
 

Our daily life started to change too.  We hardly went out before but now we 
really enjoyed going to church every Sunday.  We always felt so welcome.  
We joined the Community Group during the week, which at first I was 
nervous about, but so glad that we went.  We have made some great friends 
and enjoy learning more about Jesus. 
 

On 10th June 2005 Kevin and I were both baptised in the sea at Boscombe 
beach.  That was to show in public that I want to follow Jesus.  God found me 
and I am so grateful to have him in my life.  He has washed all my sins and 
shame away.  I am now adopted in God‟s big family. 
 
 

Testimony of Kevin Houston 
 

I was brought up by my Grandmother who was a regular church-goer.  I went 
to Sunday school from the age of 5 until 16.  Then my Grandmother died, 
and my life changed.  I stopped having any Christian influence in my life. 
 

When I was twenty-one I got so depressed that I tried to commit suicide one 
night, but thankfully I was unsuccessful.  Soon afterwards I met my lovely 
wife and we had our first child.  Looking back, I now  realise that God did not 
want me to die that night, and that he has a purpose for me, but it took me 
twenty-seven years to understand this and to let Jesus into my life. 
 

I was baptised in the sea at Boscombe.  I have a real fear of going under 
water and the night be fore I was baptised I prayed for Jesus to help me.  He 
answered my prayer and took all my fear away. 
 

I am glad to have Jesus in my life.  I really know my life has begun again.  I 
am much happier now that He is walking beside me. 
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Testimony of Helen Jewell 
 

My name is Helen Jewell and my journey began at the Feast of ‟05.  My two 
younger daughters have been going to Kidz Klub and the leaders brought 
round the sheets for the girls, they gave me an invite to the Feast.  I 
remember walking through town and seeing people in green T-shirts handing 
out invites.  I went over to the MBC and watched as the children had so 
much fun, smiling and singing.  A lady in her green T-shirt asked if I would 
like to do an Alpha Course and my usual response came “Oh no, it‟s not my 
thing”, she replied – “that‟s exactly what I said six months ago, now look at 
me”. 
 

The girls and I headed to the Feast, and for some strange reason I was quite 
excited, why, I don‟t know.  The girls kept seeing various people from Kidz 
Klub, even someone called „Banana Man!‟  After some food, the music 
started and we sat with some of the Kidz Klub leaders, I was amazed at the 
joy and laughter around me.  We left for home feeling so happy, and I 
remembered the lady asking me about doing an Alpha Course and wondered 
how I could do one and where could I go. 
 

A short time later, as the Kidz Klub leaders came round with the sheets, they 
gave me an invite to do a mini Alpha Course with Rose.  The old me would 
have said „no‟, but instead I found myself saying a big „yes‟.  Friday came 
and I met Rose, Jane and Helen at the bungalow with a few other people and 
I knew I was meant to be there and loved hearing about Jesus.  As I left I just 
felt a need for the church, so I asked the girls, who both said „yes please‟.  I 
told my husband, who was not amused! 
 

We set off on that Sunday, scared but excited, not knowing what would 
happen, but there was Rose and Jane who looked after all of us.  I had the 
most amazing time, so happy, relaxed and wanting more.  That week, words 
came to me, „Praise Him‟ and that Sunday, Jim was taking worship, and one 
of the songs chosen had „Praise Him, Praise Him‟.  Just coincidence I 
thought.  Then, „The Lord is my shepherd‟ rang through my head.  Andy was 
getting frustrated with me, „You‟ve changed, you‟re not the same‟. I didn‟t 
understand, so I sat down with my Alpha book and came across Psalm 23, 
line 5, so I got my Bible and looked it up.  There it was „The Lord is my 
Shepherd‟, it was then I knew that God wanted me to come home, so I sat on 
my stairs and said „well if you really want someone like me then please come 
into my life‟.  That was July ‟05 and I have never looked back.  I was baptised 
in November ‟05. 
 

God has done so many amazing things in my life and answered so many 
prayers, my biggest being that God would help Andy.  Andy has since done 
Alpha and was baptised in November ‟06, a year and one day after me! 
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Testimony of Reg Hall 
 

When I was lost you came and rescued me 
Reached down into the pit and lifted me 

O Lord, such love, 
I was as far from You as I could be 

You know all the things I‟ve ever done 
But Jesus‟ blood has cancelled every one 

O Lord, such grace, to qualify me as Your own. 
 

There is a new song in my mouth 
There is a deep cry in my heart 

A hymn of praise to Almighty God – Hallelujah 
And now I stand firm on this Rock 

My life is hidden now with Christ in God 
The old has gone and the new has come – 

Hallelujah, Your love has lifted me. 
 

I regularly attended Sunday School and Bible Class but it was not until 1947 
during the Ministry of Rev. Stanley Collins that I eventually asked Jesus into 
my heart.  In 1948 I was baptised and in this way „sealed‟ my commitment to 
my Lord and Saviour. 
 
I have been a Christian now for 61 years.  It has not been all plain sailing, 
there have been highs and lows, but I can testify to the faithfulness, enduring 
love and grace of my God throughout the years.  His unconditional love as 
well as His patience and perseverance with me has been truly amazing. 
 
 
 
 
 

Reg & Barbara Hall 

What the hand is to the lute 
What the breath is to the flute 

What the fragrance to the smell 
What the spring is to the well 

What the flower to the bee 
 

THAT is Jesus Christ to me. 
 

What the mother to the child 
What the guide in pathless wild 

What is oil to troubled wave 
What is ransom to the slave 

What is water to the sea. 
 

THAT is Jesus Christ to me. 
For my part then a fair summing up is 

 
Jesus IS King and I will extol Him. 
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PART SIX 
 
 
 

PLANTING AND GROWING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you: and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
 (Acts Chapter 1 verse 8) 
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WHAT A FAITHFUL GOD WE HAVE 
 
Ten years had passed since we purchased the Bingo and Social Club as it 
was known at that time.  We embarked on a programme of general 
improvements during these years in preparation for the major project of 
complete refurbishment.  God‟s hand has clearly been upon the whole 
venture to move from Stanmore to the City Centre.  It started practically in 
December 1996 with that unparalleled offering (after several very clear 
prophecies) enabling the purchase of the building outright and debt free.  Our 
initial approach for the building resulted in a non-negotiable price of £1.25m! 
 
BUT GOD………. 
We had not anticipated such a high price but the Lord had assured us that 
this was the place He had marked out for us.  Eventually we purchased the 
building and the car park at a price nearly one-third lower than the original 
price quoted! 
 
The Lord has continued to bless and encourage us.  Early in 2004 we started 
to plan the refurbishment of the whole building.  Towards the end of that year 
we were approached by Winchester City Council to work with them in order 
to obtain the best price for the car park as a whole (We owned part of the 
park already) if we decided to sell to Thornfield, the favoured developer of 
the Friarsgate/Silver Hill area.  This site had already been earmarked as the 
relocation site for the St. Clements Surgery.  In January 2005 we jointly 
instructed an independent adviser to assess the site.  The valuation was 
delayed for several reasons.  Meanwhile on 17th June 2005 we received the 
first cost plan for the refurbishment outlining a potential cost of £1.3m! 
 
BUT GOD………. 
Literally within two hours of receiving this estimate we received the valuation 
report! (Remember we had been waiting for this for some months).  This 
report showed a potential value for our part of the car park of around 
£800,000 if selling jointly with W.C.C.  Originally we had no plans to sell at 
all. 
 
BUT GOD……… 
W.C.C.  approached us in September 2005 offering to purchase our part of 
the car park prior to selling the whole onto Thornfield (could be 2-3 years 
away) We agreed.  Meanwhile we had committed ourselves to the total 
refurbishment of the building and this work was already going ahead.  On 
29th September 2006 we were due to pay £162,000 to the main contractor – 
but we only had £60,000 in the bank! 
 
BUT GOD…….. 
We had hoped for completion of the sale in the early summer but this was 
delayed because of legal formalities!  It was obviously not in accord with 



 58 

God‟s plan.  However, at 3.20pm (10mins before close of bank business) on 
29th September the proceeds were in our account! 
 
Ultimately the total cost of the refurbishment has been cleared without 
recourse to the Bank!  Praise God!  Hallelujah!  
 
REFLECTION 
God is so good!  Not only did he help us significantly (about 50%) towards 
the refurbishment of the MBC but we could say that He effectively returned to 
us almost all of the price paid for the building in the first place! 

 
 

NEARLY HOME 
 

As the days of February 2007 passed our anticipation gradually increased 
until 25th February – the last time that we would meet in the Winchester 
Guildhall.  It was not that we were unhappy there – it was just that we wanted 
to be back home at the Middle Brook Centre and when Mark at the Family 
Night on the 11th February spoke about the “Stunning and Fantastic 
appearance” of the refurbished MBC the sense of excitement rose markedly.  
How we longed for Sunday 18th March when we would be back home…. 
 
We had been away for nine months and during the majority of that time the 
church met together in the Guildhall where we were treated very well.  On the 
few occasions it was not available to us we met in our Stanmore Lane 
building with the Carroll Youth Centre accommodating the children.  
Immanuel Church kindly allowed Kidz Klub to meet in their premises (St. 
John‟s House) on Saturday mornings.  These facilities were of considerable 
help to us. 

 
 

 THINGS ARE DIFFERENT NOW 
 
The aim has always been “Excellence without Extravagance” – and that has 
been achieved!   
Briefly, the reception area sets the tone for the whole and is very attractive. 
 

 Visibility into the Main Auditorium even from the outside of the building 
is so clear. 

 

 The decoration in the ceiling, having been thoroughly cleaned, is very 
eye-catching. 

 

 The kitchen has been enlarged considerably and is of EEC standard. 
 



 59 

 A baptistry has been provided. 
 

 In addition two large rooms have been added. 
 

 Toilet facilities have been increased. 
 

 The PA and lighting specifications have been improved. 
 

 The introduction of colour has added to the overall impression. 
 
The way many people have responded with acts of service of one sort or 
another, both in the Guildhall and now in the MBC, has been very 
encouraging.  Our special thanks are also due to Kevin Reader (Architect) 
and to Mark Hall (Project Manager).  Altogether a job very well done! 
 
LATER  
The MBC was shortlisted by the City of Winchester Trust for their Design 
Awards 2007 and received an „honourable mention‟ in their final assessment. 
 
It was assessed against 14 other entries ranging from new buildings to 
historic renovations. 
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PLANTING and GROWING – There are several ways by which we 

endeavour to serve and glorify God.  Here are just a few – by no means an 
exhaustive list – as new initiatives are coming to birth quite frequently. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Locally…..in Jerusalem….. 
(Acts Chapter 1 verse 8) 
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SNOW PROPHECY – JOHN GROVES 
“As I watched the unseasonal snow fall we experienced on the 19th March, 
and on and off through out the week following our return to the MBC, I 
remembered this prophecy which Jon Cressey sent me on 7th Dec. 2005. Jon 
is a man of proven prophetic gifting in the Sheffield Newfrontiers church. I 
found the prophecy encouraging and challenging.  
 
This is the prophecy sent from John Cressey in December 2005: 
 
“A couple of days ago I had a vision of snow falling and the understanding 
that came at the moment was that that was the indicator or sign for you that 
something had begun to happen in the Church in Winchester. I see that the 
Lord had moved things „back‟ to take the church forward and that He is 
revealing Himself in these days as a majestic „Lord of breakthrough‟. 
 
The Lord is going to give you a significant breakthrough in healings and 
some of the young mothers in your fellowship are going to share some 
astounding testimonies of God‟s grace towards them and in them. This is 
also a time of radical breakthrough in worship and the Lord is going to 
release a renewed prophetic gifting amongst the people with an outpouring of 
grace for people responding to the Father heart of God, especially among the 
poor and needy. Start calling for the prodigals. 
 
This is a time of hearts changing, hearts surrendering and hearts yielding 
because God has initiated something wonderful in Winchester and I see 
people travelling distances to come and witness it and ask questions. 
Unusual visitations of God are coming. 
 
I believe that when the snow falls the stories will start to come… Don‟t be 
discouraged, keep looking to the Lord, you will not be disappointed.” 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS – DAVE THOMPSON 
A vital aspect of the life of the Winchester Family Church is its network of 
small groups based in people‟s homes. We call these community groups. If 
you imagine an aeroplane, it clearly needs two wings in order to fly. You 
could not say that one wing is more important than the other; it simply needs 
them both. In the life of the church, the main Sunday morning meetings when 
the whole church meets together can be considered to be one wing of the 
aeroplane. But our community groups are the other wing. We place a huge 
importance on these groups so that the whole church stays healthy, remains 
Jesus-focussed and mission-focussed, and literally keeps flying! 
 
People often ask what the essential components of a community group are. 
Making a successful community group is a bit like making a cake. In the 
same way that a cake could have a variety of different flavours (fruitcake, 
coffee cake, carrot cake, and so on), so community groups can each have 
their own style. But a cake also has some essential ingredients, like flour and 
eggs. Without these it is no longer a cake! Similarly, there are essential 
ingredients that go into a healthy community group. Times spent meeting 
with God are important to every group, so worship is a key activity whenever 
a group meets together. Another essential ingredient is the relationships 
between group members. We want every member of the church to be cared 
for and helped to grow in their walk with God. Relationships are built as a 
group has fun together and applies the teaching that was brought on a 
Sunday. Finally (but maybe most importantly of all), there is reaching the lost. 
God puts people in our lives for us to share with them the love of Jesus, and 
tell them of His saving grace. Community groups are ideal places to help 
each other with this mission. 
 
Our community groups are each modelled on the dynamic life of an organic 
cell. You can tell if a cell is healthy because it grows and grows, and 
eventually multiplies into two identical versions of the original cell. We are 
committed to growth in our community groups. Who wants to stay the same 
size when there are so many people who need to be reached with the 
gospel? Groups grow as the members see their friends and family saved and 
added, and also as new people move into the area and join the church. From 
the very start, the aim is to grow each group and raise up leaders so that it 
can multiply into two groups. The two groups that are formed are not identical 
in the physical sense, but they do carry the same values, and themselves 
continue to grow and repeat the cycle. Therefore, community group 
multiplications are a sure sign of life in the church; they are milestones on the 
way to seeing our longer term church vision fulfilled, and they are a reason to 
celebrate! 
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CHILDREN‟S WORK – ROSE PROWSE 
With a fantastic heritage of children‟s work throughout the history of our 
church, the future looks equally exciting. God willing it will be one which will 
both meet the needs of our committed families and reach out to those across 
our community.  
 
Our Sunday morning children‟s work continues to evolve as God challenges 
us as a group of believers to be his voice and his hands in the city. Our aim 
is to provide a loving, caring stimulating environment where children can 
grow in understanding and relationship with Jesus.  Each age group 
approaches this in age-appropriate ways. 

Sunday Morning children‟s meetings aim to… 

 Provide a stimulating safe, fun atmosphere, which is open and 
welcoming to children from all backgrounds, seeking to bring them to a 
living active faith.  

 Work with and support parents in their responsibility for discipling their 
children.  

 Make disciples of children in their walk with God, to faithfully teach the 
word of God and to encourage, enable and expect each one to practice 
it.  

 Give opportunities for children to participate fully as followers of Christ 
in the practice and exercise of spiritual gifts and worship.  

 Build strong committed teams of Children‟s Workers  

We have embarked on a new way of putting this into practice to combine the 
„discipling‟ element, with outreach to our local community. We have over the 
past 7 years run a „Kidz Klub‟ on a Saturday morning with the intention to 
expose children to the reality of Jesus and the Gospel. Kidz Klub is about 
families, communities, and our input into them to see them change for good. 

From September 2007 we have sought to combine our work to children and 
their families through BROOK STREET KIDS. Every other week there is the 
Big „Kidz Klub‟ style meeting, where Biblical truth is explained and children 
are encouraged to bring friends along. On the alternate week, children are 
taught in smaller year groups, allowing for discussion and craft, and will 
encourage the children to grow in their relationship with God, the work of the 
Holy Spirit and the application of the Bible in their lives.  
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11-13 YOUTH – DAVE GAGEL 
Youth work at WFC for the 11 to 13 age group has had several different 
periods of activities over the years.  Currently, that is since October 2002 
until the present, home based groups comprising of young people between 
the ages of 11 and 13 have been meeting based on the Community Group 
format of Welcome, Worship, Word and Witness.  From the outset the vision 
was that young people of this specific age group needed a fun, secure and 
Godly environment to help them grow as young people in their own right, to 
discover their own faith or to get closer to knowing God already having made 
a commitment at a younger age.  We felt that it is so important to plant strong 
saplings in good soil to promote future healthy growth especially with the 
myriad of aspirational and celebrity driven media and peer pressure being 
brought to bear on these young impressionable lives.  The number of groups 
has consistently grown since Martin Sanders started the first group in 
October 2002.  Now we have 3 groups of approximately 13 to 15 kids in 
each, made up of not only church youth but also from young un-churched 
people that have been taken through the Youth Alpha Course.  The 
leadership team has also grown enabling us to not only manage three groups 
but to enjoy social events such as bowling, skating, ski-bobbing, weekends 
away and most importantly has enabled us to take the youth to Newday, a 
camp for 11 to 18s.  We have taken a group every year from the very first 
one in Newark which was in 2004 now totalling over 100 folk including 
leaders and helpers.  
 
It is a most exciting and fulfilling work and one that we believe God has 
blessed and will continue to do so as long as we remain true to the principles 
of good teaching, application of beliefs and not compromising on the validity 
and relevance of the gospel. 
 
 

EMERGE – MATT VAINE 
I have been serving the Emerge youth (ages 14-18) of the Winchester Family 
Church for the past two years.  God has done wonderful things in the youth‟s 
lives in those two years.  It has been such a joy to see God take hold of 
youth and mould them into passionate disciples of Jesus. 
 
I spent a year in South Africa serving a local Church in Cape Town and God 
arrested my heart for more of His presence.  When I came to lead Emerge it 
was my desire that God would overwhelm the youth with the reality of 
Himself.  Each youth meeting since God has been lovingly amongst us as we 
gladly praise Him. 
 
The main thrust of Emerge is to help raise up young people as disciples of 
Jesus who will impact the world for Jesus.  We currently have the vast 
majority of the group being mentored by members in the Church to help 
model Christ-likeness which has seen much success. God has led us as 
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Emerge to be an impact and encouragement to other people.  Last Easter we 
took the youth to Penafiel, Portugal to join the youth from the Church to 
express God‟s goodness and power in the community.  And now we are 
seeing the youth bring their friends along to our meetings as we seek 
together to „let our light shine‟ for the glory of God. 
 
 

STUDENTS – ANG DINNIE 
As young people leave home for university they must take responsibility for 
many things, including their faith. Many find that with new responsibilities, 
new choices about faith and lifestyle arise and their student years are a make 
or break time with regards to their Christian life and relationship with God. 
Others without faith find themselves in a position to ask questions that there 
was no opportunity for previously. As a result, a student‟s life with the local 
church can be faith changing and life moulding.  
 
We have 50 students from the University, Art School and Sparsholt College 
who would call Winchester Family Church their church whilst in Winchester.  
As a church our vision is to see a generation of students passionate about 
God, playing an active part in church life and being equipped to see the lost 
saved. 
 
We have an 18:2Os group (students and those of student age) that meet 
together on Saturday evenings for worship and teaching- enabling them to 
step out in their giftings in a safe environment. We also have regular socials, 
from Playzone to the beach, BBQs, Sunday lunches, trips to the pub, as well 
as a weekend away each year. We end the academic year by going to 
Mobilise, a Newfrontiers conference for students and twenties. 
 
As a church we believe that although there are unique opportunities to tell 
others on campus about Jesus, the primary calling of every student is to be 
part of a local church where they can grow as a Christian and play their part 
in reaching the city and even the nations. Therefore, we encourage students 
to get involved in all aspects of the church family life. Many of our students 
are serving in various areas, involved in community groups, attend the 
different church events and love being a part of Winchester Family Church. 
Some will even stay in Winchester during their holidays because they enjoy 
church life so much. We have seen our students go on mission trips, do 
various training programmes, lead worship in our Sunday meetings, join 
church plants and do a Frontier year project. 
 
I am in faith that we will see many more students come and join the church, 
and that the student work will continue to grow, both with Christians coming 
to study in Winchester and those being saved and added into the church. I 
am excited by the work God will continue to do, changing and moulding 
every student, their faith growing and deepening over the time they spend in 
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Winchester and their callings becoming clearer. I believe that the students 
will be gripped with a vision for the outworking of kingdom purposes and 
come to know the amazing things that God has for them, that they will run 
with a passion for the unreached people groups and be in faith for 1000 
churches in this nation, and that many of our students will be future church 
leaders and some will go to the nations. 

 
ALPHA COURSE – ROB & NEL GOULDING 

There is certainly something different about the Alpha Course! This 10 week 
course has been a hugely popular way of people exploring the meaning of 
life and the Christian faith, in a relaxed, non-threatening, friendly 
environment.  
 
During the course each evening begins with a meal. This is followed by a talk 
on a subject such as „Who is Jesus?‟, „Why did Jesus die?‟ and „Why and 
how do I pray?‟ After this there is an opportunity for discussion in small 
groups. 
 
The Alpha course originally began at Holy Trinity Brompton in London and 
has grown around the world in recent years, with over 2 million people 
attending the course in the UK and an estimated 8 million worldwide. It has 
helped many re-think the common misconceptions that Christianity is boring, 
irrelevant and untrue!  
 
At Winchester Family Church, through running regular Alpha courses each 
year, we‟ve had the joy of seeing many people understand for the first time 
that: 
 
- the evidence for Jesus is intellectually credible 
- the message of Jesus is directly relevant to modern day life 
- the Spirit of Jesus brings an experienced reality of God‟s love to us 
 
Many people who‟ve done the course have gone on to become active 
members in the church and are keen for others to come on Alpha too! We‟ve 
found that people of all ages and backgrounds have enjoyed the course and 
found it to be beneficial.  
 
The course is ideal for anyone who has lots of questions, or someone who 
simply wants to know more. No question is too hostile, no question is too 
simple! We are keen that more and more people have the opportunity to 
think through the Christian message for themselves, so if you, or a friend, 
want to know more then contact the church office or email: 
alpha@winfam.org to find out about the next Alpha course. 

mailto:alpha@winfam.org
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FAMILY MINISTRIES – NEIL & SARAH KEYWORTH 
We were both drawn to the Lord and ultimately saved as a result of seeing a 
good strong Godly marriage and parenting in action. We are therefore well 
aware of the potential impact on the lives of other couples and their families. 
 
Whilst attending a regional two day Prayer & Fasting event in 200I a 
prophecy was given about the Church being built not only in quantity but also 
in quality.  We felt this was a word from God about us fulfilling our role in 
helping to build local Church by inputting into the lives of couples and 
families. 
 
Our vision for these ministries is first to enrich and bless families within the 
Church and from this, as they live out Christian values in their lives, they will 
become winsome to others.  From that we see the Parenting and Marriage 
Courses as key evangelistic tools linking in with Alpha. 
 
Sarah was involved with Parenting Courses for Mums working alongside 
Ruth Haslam since 1998.  Neil also did a course for Dads with Guy Miller at 
around this time.  Since then we have looked at different materials and along 
with John & Marian Groves have compiled two courses, drawn from our own 
experiences and research.  One is aimed at 0-12 years, the other for 
teenagers.  We started running these courses at the beginning of 2006. 
 
The Marriage Course (Holy Trinity Brompton) was piloted in our home in the 
summer of 2004 with five couples in the Church.  Since that time we have 
run courses both in homes and on a larger scale in the Church and by the 
beginning of 2007 more than 50 couples had done the course. 
 
As a church we have already seen many couples and families blessed by 
attending the Marriage Course and parenting courses for 0-12s and 
teenagers, which has strengthened and enriched their family life. 
 
Whilst these blessings are important and very desirable there is another 
more important issue resulting from a Godly marriage.  In Paul‟s letter to the 
church in Ephesus (chapter 5 v 22-33) God compares the relationship 
between Christ and His Church with that of husband and wife in marriage.  
God wants people to understand the Church and his heart for it by using the 
intimacy and self sacrificing love present in a strong marriage to represent, 
albeit dimly, His love for the Church. To put it another way God uses the 
strongest image that we can understand and experience of cherishing and 
nourishing love between two people to show how much He cares for His 
Church. 
 
Powerful though this image is, if the Marriage is not good, strong, and Godly 
the comparison falls down and God‟s Church is not represented well and He 
does not get the Glory He deserves. 
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There is much more at stake in good marriage than warm feelings and a nice 
quiet life! 
 
God always meets people at the point of their greatest need and we all need 
to work at our marriages and parenting, the Marriage and Parenting Courses 
provide the tools we need.  We see these ministries as an increasingly 
important part of our evangelism as a Church. 



 70 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Nationally…..In all Judea 
and Samaria….. 

(Acts Chapter 1 verse 8) 
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The vision God has given us extends beyond the growth of local ministries and includes 

the planting of new churches.  The first of these in the UK is the work at  
Southampton under the leadership of Chris Kilby. 

 

 
 

 
CHURCH PLANT  

 SOUTHAMPTON – Chris Kilby 

 
 

Giving Birth to a New Church 
 
A Prophetic Conception 
„My brother that‟s going to plant the church in Southampton, this will be the 
first of many; this will be the first of many. 
And God wants you to know today that there is incredible breakthrough 
waiting for you in the area of evangelism.  That you can trust Him. 
Both of you can trust Him for incredible breakthrough in the area of marriage.  
You are going to see God do some phenomenal stuff in bringing couples 
together.  Marriage and evangelism. 
You are going to raise up many young couples in these days to give their 
lives to something far, far greater than picket fences, a station wagon, and a 
little poodle!‟ 
 
So began an incredible prophetic word from Julian Adams from South Africa, 
shared at a regional celebration in Bournemouth.  This was a real 
confirmation from God of all that He has called us to as a family and as a 
church plant. 
 
The word later went on to say: 
„There‟s been a real desire for the miraculous and for signs and wonders, 
and God is saying that this church is going to be baptised in signs and 
wonders.  It‟s like I see many, many weeks of miracles.  Weeks where 
people get saved and there‟ll be incredible advance for the kingdom‟ 
 
Again, God was solidly confirming things that He had really been stirring our 
hearts with in recent times.  Since the Front Edge conference in May 06, God 
had given me real faith to see miracles happen, and I have had the privilege 
of seeing some wonderful healings, and salvation on a regular basis. 
 
„God says He‟s going to give you real favour with the age group of 18-35 
year olds.  I see young marrieds, I see young singles, and I see an incredible 
church.‟ 
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We serve an incredible God and by His grace and in the strength of the Holy 
Spirit we are going to give ourselves to the advance of His Kingdom and to 
the building of His church in Southampton. 
 
It wasn‟t a decision we took lightly.  The process of moving us on has been a 
mixture of mourning and celebrating.  Being realistic about leaving 
Winchester was part of the journey.  Knowing that we were leaving a 
beautiful church family at such an exciting time of advance and change was 
a deep challenge.  Somehow though, God had given us a prophetic look into 
the future, and so we have known Him gently drawing us into it as time has 
passed.   
 
It was at Newfrontiers Prayer & Fasting that God first began to prepare my 
heart.  He spoke to me in 2003 of a plant whose roots were being loosened.  
I remember the emotional tug of realising that I was not going to be in 
Winchester forever. 
 
Greg Haslam, a friend and former leader of Winchester Family Church, who 
first brought me into leadership, shared a picture the following year of soil 
being shaken off roots with a view to re-potting.   This indicated a clear move 
forward, but I was in no hurry to speed things along.  I know enough to know 
that God‟s timing is perfect and He would make my path clear! 
 
The next few years saw an escalation in prophetic words, prayers and 
encouragements that all seemed to be saying the same thing, and eventually 
we realised that God was calling us to go for it, and to lead a new church 
plant into the heart of the city of Southampton. 
 
Friendship and Fathering 
In the whole process I have so valued the counsel of those around me.  The 
elders that I have grown to love in Winchester have been a constant 
encouragement and have been men so full of grace and truth that it has been 
all too short a joy serving with them.  I know the hearts of these men of God 
and know too that Winchester is in great hands. 
 
John Groves has grown to be a dear friend and father in God.  His love of 
God, love of people, and love of the church has been infectious.  I trust I 
have been infected forever!  I know that he will continue to be a great friend 
and support to us as we move on, and my heart is to maintain strong 
relational links with John, the team, and the church in Winchester, whilst at 
the same time growing to maturity and independence ourselves. 
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An Apostolic Bringing to Birth 
I have also felt the incredible benefit of being part of an apostolic family.  
Putting into practice New Testament principles of apostolic strategy has been 
at the centre of seeing Life Church Southampton emerge.  If the church was 
conceived in the prophetic, it has certainly been brought through labour to 
birth by the apostolic.  In this, Guy Miller, a dear friend to us personally and 
to all those in Winchester Family Church, has been a rock.  His wisdom and 
clarity, as well as his constant encouragement, has brought real security to 
the whole process. 
 
Building a Church of Rescue 
So what are we seeking to plant? What are the distinctives that we feel God 
wants to mark Life Church Southampton? 
 
At the last ever Stoneleigh Bible Week, in the last ever meeting, we were lost 
in worship and I felt almost carried away in the Spirit, and I saw myself at the 
helm of a large lifeboat.  I could see the macabre sight of bodies floating face 
down in the water, some old, some just babies.  It horrified me.  I shouted to 
the crew to get to the edge of the boat, to reach out to any hands that were 
stretching up out of the water in a last ditch attempt to be rescued. 
 
This picture has come back to me with a fresh clarity as we have been 
praying about Life Church Southampton.  We feel that God is calling us to 
build a church with rescue as its „raison d‟être‟.  Our motivation is to rescue 
those who are drowning and our method is by having every crew member 
active in the task. 
 
There are no passengers on a lifeboat, save those that have just been 
rescued.  They will be brought back to wholeness of life, and will be able to 
celebrate a second chance at life with us! 
 
We feel that God is calling us to have influence across the whole city, and 
that He is going to give us particular favour with 18-35 year olds.  Because of 
this, we are not putting down permanent roots into any particular community 
at this early stage, but are seeking to establish small communities of 
believers in „life groups‟ all over the city. 
 
In our early days, our Sunday morning meetings will be held in Solent 
University Conference Centre, in Above Bar Street, right in the heart of the 
commercial district of the city.  We are trusting that this high profile venue will 
serve to mark us out as a church for the city, and that we will also be 
recognized for building something of quality, with the mark of an excellent 
God all over it.  Our evening meetings will be in Shirley, at the St. John‟s 
Centre.  This is an excellent facility that has been rented to us at a very 
reasonable cost from the parish of St. James.  We are grateful for their 
welcome and partnership in the gospel. 
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Wider Relationships 
Once the church plant changed from being an idea, to becoming a reality, we 
began to build bridges of friendship with those churches already in the city of 
Southampton.  There are many good churches and we are excited about the 
possibilities in the future.  One significant leader in the city prophesied that 
we were coming to the city for „Unity, Salvation and Healing‟.  That sounds 
like a great trio to me – „Lord DO IT!!!‟  
 
We are finding men and women of faith, who are welcoming us to join in the 
task of reaching the lost.  Southampton at this time has a population of 
222,000, including an incredible 36,000 students at the city‟s two universities.  
With recent demographic changes, the city now includes a large Polish 
population, as well as a sizeable Tamil community amongst the many Asians 
living in the city.  The harvest really is plentiful and the Lord is sending us out 
as workers into the harvest fields.  We are expectant for Him to build His 
church, confident that He will complete what He has begun. 
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……Internationally… ’and to the ends of the earth’ 
(Acts Chapter 1 verse 8) 
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GLOBAL CAFÉ – Noyuri Kuramoto 
 
In 2002 Chris Kilby and Philip & Scilla Fujii launched an outreach ministry to 
internationals in Winchester called „Global Café‟.  Since then Global Café has 
been hosting people from overseas, mostly students, in our regular events on 
two Fridays each month.  The work grew so quickly that by 2004 Winchester 
Family Church enrolled one of our international graduates as a full-time 
international student worker, Noyuri Kuramoto. 
 
Global Café‟s mission is to express God‟s love to internationals, share our 
life and the Gospel with them, and equip them to live for Christ.  Global Café 
has various activities including a nice monthly free meal, an art evening, day 
trips, BBQ, testimonies and Bible Studies. 
 
God has done so many wonderful things in Global Café, but firstly we should 
mention what he has done in us, the Global Café Team and wider Church 
members.  When we first started Global Café, we had little knowledge about 
this ministry and perhaps our vision was also limited.  However, our God 
behind this wasn‟t limited.  He implanted his heart for the nations in us to see 
his big picture, people saved and their nations touched through our ministry 
in Winchester. 
 
The increase of immigrants and students from overseas in the UK brought us 
a great privilege to meet and minister internationals on our door step.  Even 
in Winchester!  In Global Café we have hosted people from these countries 
over five years. 
 
Mainland China  Hong Kong China 
Taiwan   Korea 
Japan   Singapore 
Australia   India  
Bangladesh  The Czech Republic 
Slovakia   Germany 
France   Spain  
and a few we missed out and cannot remember! 
 
People are more open to the Gospel when they are away from their home 
countries.  Some people hear about Jesus from us for the first time because 
they haven‟t had a chance back home.  Others come to us because they 
have had some kind of Christian contacts in the past and want to learn more 
about Christianity.  We would like you to meet our friend Ayaka, a Japanese 
graduate who became a Christian and was baptised while in Winchester. 
 
„I went to a Christian school in Japan since the age of 13.  In my school, I 
learnt about Jesus and read the Bible every day but I couldn‟t really believe 
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in God.  I went to a church every Sunday but I still couldn‟t decide to be a 
Christian. 
 
Then I came to Winchester in 2002 and I started to go to Winchester Family 
Church.  It was a great experience to see how people in the church 
worshipped God.  Everyone seemed to be filled with joy.  I began to be 
interested in Jesus through Global Café and other events in the church.  As I 
kept going to the church, Christian Union, the Alpha Course and talking 
about Jesus with other Christians I began to understand what God‟s love 
was.  I kept praying to God. „If you are real, show me, I want to know more 
about you‟.  Then, one Sunday morning when I was praying to God before I 
went to the church, I felt the Holy Spirit came into me and I was filled with joy 
and thankful heart.  So I decided to become a Christian and be baptised in 
March 2005.  After I got baptised I started to help the Alpha Course at the CU 
and kept talking to people how I came to know God.  I helped to do a 
Japanese Bible study group, and by studying with other students my belief 
became more firm. 
 
After I graduated from the university, I came back to Japan.  I‟m now 
attending a church near my house on Sundays and I worship in Japanese.  
There are many young people in the church and I made good friends there.  
They are now starting the Alpha Course and I‟m going to help them.‟ 
 
Isn‟t it amazing to see how God sovereignly brought her to Winchester, met 
her and raised her up as a strong Christian to impact others here and back in 
Japan! And isn‟t it exciting to know God used people around her to reveal his 
love to her!  Global Café, actually, is all about our daily exercise of God‟s 
love to internationals who God brings into our lives. 
 
Every time we just stop and think about God‟s great plan for the nations we 
marvel at God‟s grace, patience and humility that he included people like us 
in his mission.  But we keep trusting that he will continue to work in us „to will 
and to act according to his good purpose‟ (Philippians 2 v.13).  And we look 
forward to the day to come, described in the vision. 
 
„I looked and there before me a great multitude that no one could count from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in 
front of the Lamb.. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to 
our God, who sits on the throne” (Revelation 7 v.9 – 10) 
 
Although John once saw this as a vision, we will see it a reality in the future! 
 
(Since preparing this article Noyuri has returned to Japan in order to 
help build the church plant in Nagoya) 
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INDIA & NEPAL – DAVE LOCKYER 

 
 

 

 
 

As we plant and grow as a church and press into all God has for us in terms 
of being an Antioch style church we will continue to affect not just the regions 
around us in the UK but in other nations too. God has opened doors for us 
and will continue to so, giving us opportunity to work out his promise to 
Abraham to bless the nations.  
 
We have, for a number of years now, had a growing involvement in North 
East India and Nepal. I came to Winchester in 1989 to study at King Alfred‟s 
and during my 2nd year at college became a Christian whilst attending a 
meeting at the Stanmore Lane venue. About a year after this I went to a 
youth missions conference in Europe and felt very challenged about our call 
to reach the nations. This developed and grew focussed on the regions of the 
Himalaya in Asia. In 1994 I joined up for a year of leadership training at the 
New Frontiers training centre in Goa, India. Whilst on the training I met a 
young Nepali pastor who had begun a church in Shillong, Nort East India. At 
this stage this region was not accessible to foreigners and after the training I 
returned to the UK. About 6 months later I was invited to join this young 
pastor and to support the growing church he had begun. In the meantime 
God had been moving and the restrictions to the region had been totally 
lifted. I was by this stage married and in the summer of 1996 we left 
Winchester to live in Shillong to serve the church there. At this stage the 
church consisted of about 30 people, most of whom were Nepalis who had 
been born in or moved to India. Shillong is a city of about 800,000 people in 
the state of Meghalaya, a region which has seen significant revivals in the 
past.  It is the educational centre for the region and has 1,000‟s of students 
living there. The climate is cool as it is 1,500 metres above sea level – higher 
than Ben Nevis. The surrounding hills are covered with Pine forests and the 
local Khasi people wrap themselves up in Tartan shawls to protect 



 80 

themselves from the cold. The church we work with, Sion Anugraha Mandali, 
is one of many in the city and almost all the members have been converted 
from a Hindu background and there is a real sense of God‟s Spirit amongst 
them. In the early days we met in a small shed on the edge of the city and  
our Sunday meetings would often last for 4 hours as we regularly saw people 
touched by God and saved. Initially the meetings were in Nepali but as a 
wider variety of English speaking people were gathering we decided to run a 
bi-lingual church. Over time the church has grown and now meets in a larger 
hall at the heart of the city. They currently gather over 100 people on 
Sundays and the congregation is made up of representatives from many 
different people groups.  
 
Along with this work in Shillong we began to develop links with some 
Christians in the Garo Hills. This is a region in the west of Meghalaya , about 
10 hours from Shillong by road. These friendships grew over time and we are 
currently working with 2 churches in this region, 1 in Tura and 1 in Pura 
Khasia, near the Bangladesh border. These churches are small, emerging 
congregations which are quite isolated from one another due to the distances 
involved. The believers in these churches have a real passion for God, an 
openness to the Holy Spirit and a simple faith.  
 
After 5 years based in Shillong we returned to the UK for a sabbatical and felt 
God speaking to us about uprooting moving to Pokhara, Nepal to start 
another church. In 2002 we made this move, along with a young Nepali man 
from the church in Shillong, who now leads the church in Pokhara. This 
church started with the 3 of us meeting together in a flat and now has about 
25 members, all of whom are from a Hindu background. They are all fairly 
new Christians who have made real sacrifices to follow Jesus and it‟s a real 
joy to hear of them growing in God and his ways.  
 
God continues to open doors in the region and our passion is to see 
churches planted in each of the 7 states of the north East of India, as well as 
other Himalayan countries. It is very exciting to be involved in a region of 
small, emerging churches and to regularly hear news of all God is doing 
amongst them. These are not just „organisational‟ links but friends we are in 
partnership with and we are thrilled to be able to serve and support them in 
many ways as well as learning from them. As the work grows the challenge 
is to see teams of leaders equipped in each local church. To this end we are 
launching a regional „In Service Training‟ programme this year. This will 
consist of running 3 week long blocks of time each year when we gather 
about a dozen of the core leaders and serve them through bible teaching. As 
a church we will be very involved in this and we look forward to being able to 
channel our resources in this way.  
 
Over the years we have had a number of people from the church visit these 
regions and we are currently taking a team out each autumn. This is a real 
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encouragement to the friends we visit but it also ensures that we stay 
connected with God‟s bigger purpose amongst the nations. Everyone who 
comes on one of these teams is deeply impacted. Our expectation is that 
over time we will see scores of people equipped and sent out to the nations 
in various ways and that we will continue to be a church well connected to 
God‟s purpose amongst the nations. As we seek to grow and plant the world 
is to be our parish and the ends of the earth our mission field! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Some of our friends in the Garo Hills 
 

 

 
John and Esther – Leaders at Pokhara, Nepal 
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TODAY……… 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

John Groves  

 

Mark Hall 

 
 
 
 
 

Neil Keyworth  

 

David Lockyer 
 
 
 
 
 

David Thompson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE ELDERSHIP TEAM 2008 
 

We are a local church who acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and who seek 
to live by the teaching of the Bible. We believe the Bible is without error and 
unique as our reliable guide in all matters.  We preach the full gospel of 
Jesus Christ and believe it to be totally relevant to the needs of the world 
today.   Essentially we are a body of people whose lives have been changed 
by the power of Jesus Christ – people who know they are loved by God, 
forgiven by Him, and accepted because of what Jesus has done.  Marriages 
have been mended and relationships have been restored and many people 
have been healed.   
 
Apart from Sundays we meet in small groups through the week. These are 
called „Community Groups‟ maintaining a closer more meaningful 
relationship than is possible on Sundays when so many gather together.   
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Current outreach activities include Alpha courses, Farmers‟ market, Middle 
Brook Café, face2face for women and Global café which provides 
opportunities to build friendships with international students. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                              
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                     
    

   Alpha 

 
 
 
So some methods have changed but many ingredients are still the same, the 
broad vision of the Misses Perks and Charles Edwards continues in the 
Church today.  
 
 

 
THE TRUTH OF YESTERDAY IS STILL THE TRUTH TODAY! 

  
“….Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved….” 

Acts 16 v.31“….And this is the Testimony:  God has given us eternal life, and this life is 

in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; He who does not have the Son of God does not 
have life….” 

 
1 John 5 v.11 & 12 
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The Chimes of time ring out the news  

another day is through 

Someone slipped and fell – was that someone you? 

You may have longed for added strength  

your courage to renew 

Do not be disheartened for I have news for you 

 

 

It is no secret what God can do 
What He’s done for others He’ll do for you 

With arms wide open He’ll pardon you 
It is no secret what God can do. 

 
 

There is no night for in His light 

you’ll never walk alone 

Always feel at home where ever you may roam 

There is no power can conquer you  

when God is on your side 

Just take Him at his promise,  

don’t run away and hide. 
 

 


